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EAST MIDLANDS SCREENING AND IMMUNISATION BULLETIN
PLEASE CASCADE TO ALL RELEVANT STAFF, INCLUDING GPS, PRACTICE NURSES, ADMIN AND RECEPTION STAFF 


screening and immunisation team
[bookmark: _Immunisation]The East Midlands Screening and Immunisation Team (SIT) cover all counties in the East Midlands region. Please see attached organogram for details:    
Immunisation 	
gENERAL iMMUNISATION
Cold chain management - please see attached vaccine incident guidance which is helpful to use in the event of a cold chain incident. Vaccine incident guidance: Responding to errors in vaccine storage, handling, and administration (publishing.service.gov.uk). Appendix’s A and B on pages 42-44 are particularly useful. 
When a cold chain error occurs, prior to disposing of any vaccines the SIT team should be informed via the generic inbox and stability information of all vaccines involved in the incident should be sought:
· LLR and Northamptonshire - stability information can be sought from the LRI on medicines.info@uhl-tr.nhs.uk or Tel: 0116 2586491 as well as individual manufactures. 
· Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, and Nottinghamshire – individual manufacturers should be contacted. 
Please ensure any vaccine wastage is reported on Immform website at Intranet Portal - Logon (phe.gov.uk) 
COntacting EMICAS
To enable us to respond to your queries in a timely manner we would ask that you always include your surgery name and address in the body of your emails. We record our contact with you for audit purposes and including your surgery name and address will mean we do not need to send you an email asking this question therefore delaying providing you with an answer to your query. 
COVid-19 &Influenza seasonal campaign
Covid
Cold chain and vaccine incident reporting The COVID-19 vaccination incident reporting SOP is to be withdrawn as part of processes to integrate COVID-19 vaccination into ‘business as usual’.  However keen-eyed healthcare professionals will notice that the Vaccine incident guidance: responding to vaccine errors - Vaccine incident guidance: responding to vaccine errors - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) still contains wording that the guidance is not applicable to COVID-19 vaccines. 
While updated guidance is awaited, please continue to report all clinical cold chain and vaccine incidents for COVID-19, flu, and all other routine immunisations to your friendly local ICAS team and follow their process for expert advice, investigation and/or action:  england.emids-imms@nhs.net 
Flu
The UKHSA has published the following guidance to support practitioners delivering the Flu programme:
Flu vaccination programme 2023 to 2024: information for healthcare practitioners - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
The document “Standard Responses on LAIV” has been produced to support SAIS providers with delivery of the Flu programme in schools. Some of the information it contains may be of use to practitioners working in GP practice, delivering LAIV to 2/3yr old cohort.


Vaccine update – GOV.UK
The latest Vaccine Updates are available here: Flu special addition - Vaccine update: issue 342, September 2023, flu special edition - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). It is recommended that all health care professionals involved in vaccination subscribe to the vaccine update. Vaccine updates can be subscribed to here: Public Health England (govdelivery.com)
Enquiries
Contact details for immunisation queries: 
· Any routine immunisation (Section 7A) enquiries or incidents (including cold chain & vaccine incidents) should be sent to the East Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service (EMICAS) generic inbox england.emids-imms@nhs.net   
· All ImmForm queries should be emailed to: Helpdesk@immform.org.uk or 0207 183 8580. 
· All practice payment queries should be emailed to: england.gp-contracting@nhs.net 

Patient Group Directions
Patient group directions are available on our website at: NHS England — Midlands » East Midlands Screening and Immunisation Team (SIT). Please ensure you are always using the most up to date version of any PGD. For any queries regarding PGDs please contact our generic immunisation inbox. 
The updated PGD and National Protocol for COVID-19 (5 – 17 years of age) v3.00 have now been published. 
 PGD link: Coronavirus » Patient Group Directions (PGDs) for COVID-19 vaccines (england.nhs.uk)
National Protocol link: National protocol for COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (5 to 17 years of age) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
As the National Protocol has been given Ministerial approval and the NHSE PGD is signed off by the medical director, organisational sign off is not required for use in England. However, providers should not amend or add to the clinical content of the documents. Only section 7 of both documents is editable.
The new updated PGDs for Hep A, Hep AB and Hep B have been uploaded to our website and will take effect from 31 October 2023.  Please note that previous versions should be archived from this date, in accordance with NHS record keeping policy.
[bookmark: _Screening]Screening
Cervical Screening	
Some general information reminders to all sample takers which have been communicated previously:
        Open Exeter
· [bookmark: _Hlk134006338]ALL sample takers should be using the pre-populated Open Exeter (OE) sample request forms with the preferred format being the A5 (2009) single copy version.
· Individual access issues to the Open Exeter system should try to be resolved as soon as possible, persistent non-compliance in use of the pre-printed OE HMR101 form is monitored and reported on by the Laboratory due to the risks it introduces which include incorrect future recall management and length of time the patient will wait to receive their result. 
        PCN samples
· Samples taken at a PCN clinic must clearly state this on the HMR101 request form, and clearly state the registered GP as the sample must be booked into the GP at the Laboratory. 
· A comment will be added to the result report stating the sample was taken at a PCN clinic.
· The report will be sent to the patients’ GP irrespective of where the sample has been taken and it is vital that the GP can identify where that the sample was taken.
· Sample takers should ensure there is a failsafe system in place so they can assure themselves that a result has been received for every sample taken and that appropriate action is taken where necessary.
        Contact details 
· General cervical screening enquiries: Laboratory - 01332 789307 / 789311 (8am-5pm)  dhft.cytology@nhs.net
· Sample Taker Database queries: uhdb.cytologystdatabase@nhs.net
Newsletters
East Midlands Cervical Screening Administration Service (CSAS) October 2023 newsletter.



Derby Laboratory - Cervical Screening Taker Newsletter                                                                    


Diabetic Eye Screening
Greater Nottingham Diabetic Eye Screening
To change your appointment or to discuss any concerns you may have please telephone 
[image: A qr code on a white background

Description automatically generated]0115 919 4411 (Mon-Fri 8:15-16:00), Email EyeScreening@nuh.nhs.uk,
Find us on Twitter / X - NUH Diabetic Eye Screening Programme
To book or change your appointment online scan the QR code: 
(You will receive a PIN when you are due for your appointment)
Two-year recalls 
Diabetic Eye Screening Programmes in England are adopting a 24-month recall period for lower risk individuals.
Breast Screening
Lights, Camera, Action! North Derbyshire & Chesterfield Breast Screening Service on 
BBC East Midlands Today
Well done to the amazing team at North Derbyshire & Chesterfield’s Breast Screening Service who were on BBC East Midlands Today on 19.10.23 to promote Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Staff talked passionately about the importance of breast screening and there was a personal account from a Breast cancer survivor thankful for mammogram - BBC News
The number of women attending breast screening in the East Midlands has decreased in recent years. In the region between April 2018 and 2019, 74% of women invited for screening accepted but from April 2022 to 2023 it dropped to 62.6%. North Derbyshire and Chesterfield have one of the highest uptake in the East Midlands since Covid, but they would like it to be higher.
North Derbyshire & Chesterfield’s Breast Screening Service also worked hard to promote Breast Cancer Awareness Month on site at Chesterfield Royal Hospital where they had a breast cancer information stand on various dates throughout October. Photo below from left to right shows: Ami Pashley, Breast Failsafe Officer; Emily Moulds, Trainee Breast Nurse Consultant; and Katie Angulo, Breast Screening Programme Manager. Keep up the good work!
[image: A group of women standing in front of a large screen
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eNQUIRIES 
Adult and ANNB Screening Programme enquiries should be sent to: england.em.screening@nhs.net

[bookmark: _COntact_Details]COntact Details
	GENERIC EMAIL FOR QUERIES RELATING TO SCREENING OR ROUTINE IMMUNISATIONS

	IMMUNISATION 
	ENGLAND.EMIDS-IMMS@NHS.NET 

	SCREENING
	ENGLAND.EM.SCREENING@NHS.NET 

	CHILDHOOD INFORMATION SERVICES (CHIS) 

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	LHNT.ChildHealthSouth@nhs.net Tel: 01522 308986

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	lpt.ChildHealthRecords@nhs.net  Tel: 0116 295 3989

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	Kettering.ch@nhs.net Tel: 03000 273555

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	AGCSU.DerbyshireChildHealth@nhs.net

	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	Nottingham City: NCP.NottinghamChildHealth@nhs.net Tel: 0115 8834340
Nottinghamshire County: Nottscountychildhealth@nottshc.nhs.uk Tel: 0115 8440561

	SCHOOL AGED IMMUNISATION SERVICE (SAIS) 

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	lhnt.sais@nhs.net 01522 572950

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	Imms.nhft@nhs.net  0800 170 7055 (option 5)

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 0333583397 Option 5


	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk  Tel: 0333583397 Option 4


[bookmark: _Useful_Documents]Useful Documents 
· 
A poster for display in clinical areas promoting our immunisation clinical advice service:

· UPDATED September 2023: Incomplete or uncertain immunisation schedule: Vaccination of individuals with uncertain or incomplete immunisation status (publishing.service.gov.uk)


· UPDATED September 2023: Immunisation cohorts and providers for 2023/24: 

· The Green Book – Immunisation Against Disease -  Immunisation against infectious disease - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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East Midlands Public Health/Immunisation Team (SIT)

  



Dr Tim Davies

 Consultant Lead for Immunisation

tim.davies5@nhs.net



Laura Wood

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

Immunisation (Northamptonshire)

England.emids-imms@nhs.net 



Maria Lewis

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

Immunisation (Lincolnshire)

England.emids-imms@nhs.net 









Sarah Mayfield

Screening & Immunisation Manager

Immunisation (Notts & Nottinghamshire)

sarahmayfield@nhs.net 

 









Alison Campbell

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

Immunisation (Derby & Derbyshire)

England.emids-imms@nhs.net 





Hannah Richardson

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

Immunisation (LLR)

England.emids-imms@nhs.net 







Part of the PHE East Midlands Centre
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Dr Agnes Belencsak

 Consultant Lead for Screening

a.belencsak@nhs.net











Amy Mullan

Screening & Immunisation Manager

Adult Screening Programmes

amy.mullan3@nhs.net

 

 









East Midlands Public Health/Screening Team (SIT)

  







Mary Burke

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

mary.burke2@nhs.net

england.em.screening@nhs.net

AAA, Bowel and Cervical Screening (Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire)



 

Sadia Khan

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

sadia.khan3@nhs.net

england.em.screening@nhs.net

Diabetic Eye and AAA Screening (Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire) and Diabetic Eye Screening (Lincolnshire)



Gemma Riley

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

gemma.riley4@nhs.net

england.em.screening@nhs.net

Breast and Cervical Screening (Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire) and Diabetic Eye Screening (Northamptonshire)





Rosie Tuttle

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

rosie.tuttle@nhs.net

england.em.screening@nhs.net

Breast Screening (Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire) Bowel Screening (Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire) and Diabetic Eye Screening (Leicestershire)



Amy Fottles

Screening & Immunisation 

Coordinator

Amy.fottles@nhs.net

england.em.screening@nhs.net

ANNB Screening (East Midlands)
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20231003 Standard responses on LAIV_FINAL.docx
Standard responses for school aged immunisation providers on LAIV queries 



A number of letters to schools and to NHS providers have been received expressing concerns about the safety and effectiveness of the children’s flu vaccine nasal spray. These concerns appear to relate to some misconceptions about the vaccine, many of which are addressed in the information leaflets you can access through the links below. Some of the specific misconceptions are also addressed in these standard responses below which you may wish to use to reply to the concerns. 

Use of the live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV)

[bookmark: _Hlk147141385]Flu can be a very unpleasant illness in children. Some children may need to go to hospital for treatment, including intensive care. In 2022 to 2023, 10,000 children were admitted to hospital with flu. 



All vaccines go through a regulatory approval process to ensure they meet strict safety and effectiveness checks. The nasal flu vaccine contains a live attenuated (weakened) influenza virus which helps protect against influenza infection in those who receive it. Over 25 million doses of the nasal spray have now been given in the UK and it has an excellent safety profile. Experience in UK schools has shown that children are happy not to have their parent present when being given the vaccine.  

Exposure to vaccine virus during administration

A very small dose of vaccine fluid (around 1/50th of a teaspoon) is given in each nostril. No ‘mist’ of vaccine virus escapes into the air and therefore other people in the room are not at risk of “catching” the vaccine virus. The room in which administration has taken place does not require any special cleaning. 



During the extensive use of the vaccine over many years in the UK and the USA, no transmission of the vaccine virus to healthcare workers has been reported to date. 

Vaccine effectiveness

Since the introduction of the LAIV programme for children in the UK in 2013, the vaccine effectiveness for laboratory confirmed infection has been good. During 2014/15, pilots were carried out in selected areas of England in which all primary school aged children were offered LAIV. These areas saw a 93% reduction in hospital admissions due to confirmed influenza and a 94% reduction in GP consultations for influenza-like illness in primary school children.



The vaccine also reduces the chance of others, who could be at greater risk from flu, such as grandparents or those with long term health conditions, getting flu from the child.

Shedding of vaccine virus

Although vaccinated children do shed a small amount of vaccine virus for a few days after vaccination, the virus does not survive for long outside of the body and the dose is below that normally needed to infect others. 



There is no need for any child or staff member to be excluded from school during the period when LAIV is being offered or in the following weeks. This is in contrast to natural flu infection, which spreads easily during the flu season. In schools where most children are vaccinated the overall risk from influenza virus is massively reduced. Expert doctors at Great Ormond Street Hospital, who deal with many children with very serious immune problems, do not recommend keeping such children off school purely because of vaccination. 



Children with immune problems, and their siblings and family contacts, should themselves be vaccinated, usually with an injected (inactivated) vaccine.

Who will be giving the vaccine to the children?

The programme is delivered by an NHS commissioned immunisation team who specialise in school aged vaccinations and administer them according to nationally set standards. Staff have appropriate qualifications and training, including safeguarding training.



It’s very rare for anyone to have a serious allergic reaction to the flu vaccine.  The person who vaccinates the children will be trained to deal with allergic reactions and to treat them immediately.

Group A Strep infection

Catching flu and other viral infections can increase the risk of invasive Group A Strep infection in the following weeks. Invasive Group A Strep infections increased during the 2009-10 flu pandemic. The flu vaccine reduces the risk of having flu and group A Strep infections at the same time therefore it reduces the chance of developing invasive Group A Strep. We strongly recommend children who are eligible get a flu vaccine – it’s the best way to protect them from serious illness. The flu vaccine for children has an excellent safety record, this includes the nasal spray given to school aged children and pre-schoolers, which has been given to millions of children in the UK and worldwide.

Consent to immunisation

Vaccination is not mandatory. Parents/guardians will be asked to give their informed consent for the vaccination. 



The NHS and UK Health Security Agency have produced an information leaflet for parents of the younger aged children and one for secondary school aged children (link below).

Some older children may be sufficiently mature to provide their own consent if their parents have not returned a consent form and they express a wish to have a vaccine on the day of the session. The immunisation team will speak to the young person and will be responsible for assessing the appropriateness of administering the vaccine. This will include making every effort to contact the parent to seek their verbal consent and/or an assessment of the individual child’s capacity to self-consent, where appropriate. 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-leaflets-and-posters

Summary

[bookmark: _Hlk147141591]The nasal spray has an excellent safety record and has been widely used in the UK and worldwide. It helps prevent flu in children reducing the risk of them becoming seriously ill from flu or from passing it on to others who may be more vulnerable to flu. Vaccination is not mandatory and parents/ guardians have access to a range of resources giving details about the vaccine.  Excluding children from school during the period when the nasal spray is being offered or in the following weeks is not necessary. 

Further information

[bookmark: _Hlk147141998]Further information for head teachers can be found in the leaflet: 



“Flu vaccination 2023 to 2024: Briefing for primary schools” :www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-in-schools  

and

“Adolescent vaccination programme: Briefing for secondary schools”: www.gov.uk/government/publications/adolescent-vaccination-programme-in-secondary-schools
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Issue 24
Your news fOT.’ During September a total of 496,154 invitations were issued
which is a decrease of 12%.
In This Update: Reminders reduced slightly by 4.72% to 255,029.
* CSAS News Results remain stable at 269,209.

* Info/Updates

*  Manual Matching

Figures

+  Ceasing Audit To contact any member of the engagement team please email:

csas.engagement@nhs.net

*  Incidents
For queries please use the contact form available via the

*  Colposco
POSCORY following link: Contact-us - CSAS

Clinics

N\ Y

Information/updates

CSAS have received several enquiries recently from GP practices relating to ceasing patients
from the cervical screening programme , and specifically regarding ceasing due to age.

The full ceasing guidance can be found in the link below and information relating to " ceasing

due to age " can be found in section 3.1.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-removing-women-from-routine-
invitations/ceasing-and-deferring-women-from-the-nhs-cervical-screening-programme

The NHS digital link below may be useful as it holds information relating to coverage and
uptake which is updated quarterly, the date this was last updated was July 23 with the next up-
date being October 23.

This is an interactive report and currently includes data up to Q4 22/23 ( March 2023)

https:/ /digital.nhs.uk / data-and-information/publications/ statistical / cervical-screening-

programme




mailto:Csas.engagement@nhs.net

https://www.csas.nhs.uk/contact-us/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-removing-women-from-routine-invitations/ceasing-and-deferring-women-from-the-nhs-cervical-screening-programme

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-removing-women-from-routine-invitations/ceasing-and-deferring-women-from-the-nhs-cervical-screening-programme

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/cervical-screening-programme

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/cervical-screening-programme



Manual Matching Figures

Below are the manual matching figures from August 2023 for:
e  Derby Laboratory

J National

‘Non hits” are where CSAS need to ‘manually match” data that does not directly match the
information held on the NHAIS system.

The sample taker is responsible for making sure that the sample and request submitted relate
to the correct person. It is essential that the sample taker checks with the individual that:

. their details on the downloaded request form are correct
. their correspondence address is current

. the personal details relate to them and are correct (such as their full name and date of
birth)

If the address is not current, advise the call and recall service of the new details as soon as
possible. This will prevent downloaded results from laboratories being rejected or
correspondence sent to the wrong address.

The sample taker is responsible for making sure that the person is contactable so they can be
advised of any further tests or investigations needed following screening.

Please see the following link for more information:

Guidance for acceptance of cervical screening samples in laboratories and pathways, roles and
responsibilities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Nat Code/Lab 60370/Derby| National Figures
Month Aug-23 Aug-23
Total Results 22,807 281,894
Total Hits 21,851 261,647
Hits % 95.81% 92.82%
Non Hits 956 20,247
Non Hits % 4.19% 7.18%
Change previous month
Over / Under National @
Non Hits %

Ceasing Audit

The National Ceasing Audit is now complete.

We are currently in discussion with NHS England around future annual audits.




https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-accepting-samples-in-laboratories/guidance-for-acceptance-of-cervical-screening-samples-in-laboratories-and-pathways-roles-and-responsibilities#specimen

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-accepting-samples-in-laboratories/guidance-for-acceptance-of-cervical-screening-samples-in-laboratories-and-pathways-roles-and-responsibilities#specimen



CSAS Incident Management Total Open Incidents 55

The figures in the tables to the right and below are at a na- | Assisting Incidents 54
tional level. Please refer to the below table listing the key [ Non-assisting Incidents 1
themes which reflects the ‘SIAF received’ date. —

Resolved Awaiting Closure 0

Potential .
Reputational P;::: Sep-22  Oct-22 Now22 Dec22 Jan-23 Feb-23 Mar-23 Apr23 May-23 Jun-23 Jul-23
Harm

Ceasing High 2 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 3 0 3 1
Colposcopy Discharge | Medium | High 2 1 7 2 0 1 3 3 2 1 1 1 1
'Customer Support Centre Low 0 0 0 0 o o 0 o o 0 ) o 0
GP Practice error | Medium | Low 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
16 Low 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Invasive Cancer Audit Low 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 o 0 0 o 0
IT failure High 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Lab Links | Medium [ High 0 0 0 0 1 ] 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
National Letters Low o [ o 0 ] ] ] 0 ] 0 0 ] 0
Open Exeter Low o o [ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Operational failure Medium High 0 0 0 0 0 1] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Medium | Low o o [ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parameters Medium High 0 0 0 0 0 1] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Patie nt Mismatch High o o [ 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
Patient results High 18 11 14 17 11 9 16 8 18 14 14 9 15
Performers List High 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Registration High 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Total 22 13 2 19 12 1 20 12 24 22 15 15 17
Key Themes:

. Patient Results - Increased slightly from August
. Ceasing - Reduced
. Colposcopy Discharge - No change

Colposcopy Clinics - Discharge lists

CSAS review every colposcopy clinic on a regular basis and all clinics now submit discharge
lists via the CSAS on-line process in either word or excel format.

Coloscopy clinic Latest form Submission Month of List Review Date
Chesterfield Royal Hospital 10/10/2023 Upto 26/9/23 25/10/23
llkeston Community Hospital 28/09/2023 Up to 23/8/23 25/10/23
Kettering General Hospital 19/10/2023 up to 7/9/23 25/10/23
King's mill Hospital 16/10/2023 Upto 27/9/23 25/10/23
Leicester Royal infirmary & Leicester
General Hospital 30/09/2023 Upto 27/9/23 25/10/23
Lincoln County Hospital 09/10/2023 Uptp 29/9/23 25/10/23
Newark Hospital 16/10/2023 Upto 12/9/23 25/10/23
Northampton General Hospital 09/10/2023 up to 23/9/23 25/10/23
Nottingham City Hospital 26/09/2023 August 25/10/23
Nottingham NHS Treatment Centre 31/08/2023 up to 24/8/23 25/10/23
Pilgrim Hospital Boston 20/10/2023 Upto 22/8/23 25/10/23
Queens Hospital Burton 11/10/2023 Upto 14/8/23 25/10/23
Royal Derby Hospital 13/10/2023 Up to 19/9/23 25/10/23

Included with Queens Hospi-
Sir Robert Peel Hospital tal Burton Upto 14/8/23 25/10/23

We would value your feed back on how useful you find these updates. Please use or generic
e-mail address csas.engagement@nhs.net to send us any feedback you may have.
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Cervical Screening Newsletter – November 2023

** This is important information for the attention of ALL cervical cytology sample takers – please ensure it is shared with all relevant staff **

GENERAL INFORMATION


· VIAL LIDS

We have had a few instances of sample loss and potential contamination due to vial lids being either too loose or too tight.  Just a gentle reminder please to try and line up the black lines on the vial and lid to prevent this happening.
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· SAMPLE TAKER DATABASE ANNUAL AUDIT

The annual audit of the STDB has started.  If you could please respond by the date requested on the email, it would be very much appreciated.


· POOLED GP

Many practices give a pooled GP details on the request form.  This can cause unnecessary work and potential errors in the department if the pooled GP is not linked to the ODS as we cannot return results. If you could please ensure the pooled code is on the ODS it would be greatly appreciated.

· MISMATCHED VIALS/FORMS AND UNLABELLED VIALS

We continue to receive samples where the vial is unlabelled or the form and vial within the specimen bag do not match.  We kindly request that vials and forms are checked before placing into the green bag.  These errors lead to samples being rejected and the patient recalled in a further 3-months which can, and does cause anxiety for some patients.  Your help with this is very much appreciated.

RESPONSE TO QUERIES FROM OUR SERVICE USERS


· HIV+ women over 64 - Women who are HIV positive and have been screened yearly may be ceased from the screening programme when they reach 65 unless they are being followed up for a cervical abnormality.


· Patient change of address - If a patient has moved address and Open Exeter has the old address then simply put a line through the old address and write the new address clearly on the form.  However, it is the GP Practice's responsibility to inform CSAS of the change of address.  They will not accept a permanent change of address request from the laboratory.


· Results in an alternative language / braille - CSAS send out the result letters and can be contacted by the GP Practice.  The laboratory cannot request results in different formats.


REQUESTS FROM OUR SPECIMEN RECEPTION TEAM


· Sample taker code - Please write your code clearly on the request from if you cannot type it in.

· Back of the request from - Please do not write information on the back of the request form, only one side of the form is scanned routinely.

· Specimen packaging - Do not double bag a specimen or use staples on the bag or the request form as it slows down sample processing and can lead to sore fingers.

· Request form 


· Clearly mark if the sample is from a patient with HIV (BBV) so we can assure they are given the correct management result.


· If the patient has undergone a hysterectomy, please make it clear if it was a partial or full hysterectomy, i.e. whether they still have a cervix.

· If you are unable to use a pre-populated Open Exeter form ensure the GP Practice name and code is present on the handwritten form so we can ensure the result goes back to the correct sender.

· Do not put ticks against the patient demographics on the prepopulated Open Exeter forms.  The Chronoscan system which scans and uploads the patient and sample demographics sees the ticks as characters and enters incorrect information and symbols into the LIMS causing a risk of errors.


· OOH/PCN samples - Please mark the form clearly that the sample was taken at an 'Out of Hours' or PCN clinic so that the appropriate information can be entered into the report to inform the GP Practice that the sample was not taken by them.

NHS CERVICAL SCREENING - DOCUMENT UPDATES


For your information there are two documents of interest for all sample takers


· The Sample Taker Training document from 2016 has recently been updated - link below


Education pathway - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

· Good practice guidance for Sample Takers was published in July 2023 - link below


NHS Cervical Screening Programme – Good practice guidance for sample takers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Many thanks for your continued support and cooperation in all these matters, and please do not hesitate to contact the laboratory should you have any queries.

General cervical screening enquiries

Telephone: 01332 789307 / 789311 (8am-5pm)

E-mail: dhft.cytology@nhs.net

Sample Taker Database queries


E-mail:  uhdb.cytologystdatabase@nhs.net
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Cohorts and Provider info for  EMIDS2023.24 Imms Programmes.pdf
Cohorts and Providers for Children’s Flu Programmes and Adolescent Immunisation Programmes 2023/24

Routine Immunisation Programme

Academic Date of Birth range and Provider
school year Age range as of 1st —School —
1/9/2023— |  September 2023 (SAIS= School Age Immunisation AP o
From To Service Catch-up Provision if Original Vaccination is Missed Comments
31/8/2024) _ .
GP = General Practice).
GP Childhood Programme
Age 2-3 01/09/20 31/08/2021 GP
GP Childhood Programme
Age 3-4 01/09/19 31/08/2020 GP
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
Reception Age 4-5 01/09/2018 31/08/2019
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
2 Age 5-6 01/9/2017 31/8/2018
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme Children from these cohorts who fall into the “at risk” category can
3 Age 6- 7 01/9/2016 31/8/2017 also be vaccinated in general practice.
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
4 Age 7-8 01/9/2015 31/8/2016
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
5 Age 8-9 01/9/2014 31/8/2015
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
6 Age 9-10 01/0/2013 31/8/2014
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
7 Age 10-11 01/9/2012 31/8/2013
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
8 Age 11-12 01/9/2011 31/8/2012
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
9 Age 12:13 01/9/2010 31/8/2011 HPV (All students) SAIS until the end of Y11
SAIS
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme
Young people eligible for the flu vaccination who fall into the “at risk”
HPV (All students) X X .
10 Age 13-14 01/9/2009 31/8/2010 SAIS SAIS until the end of Y11 S I RO ARG C N I AU R A
Td/IPV and Men ACWY (All Students
SAIS)
Influenza SAIS (subject to vaccine SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Programme Young people eligible for the flu vaccination who fall into the “at risk”
availability) category can also be vaccinated in general practice
L Age 14 -15 DLEALDS 31/8/2009 Catch-up of missed HPV/Td/IPV SAIS until the end of Y11

PLEASE NOTE: Parental queries relating to any of the SAIS programmes should be directed to the relevant team (see contact info). Students who are not in mainstream education (e.g. home educated) should be vaccinated by the SAIS, if their date of birth falls
within a school programme cohort
POST 16 VACCINATIONS
Those who have missed any of the adolescent immunisations as part of the school programmes can be opportunistically vaccinated in general practice, these young people are not within the SAIS remit. The Men ACWY vaccination can be offered opportunistically for those up to the

age of 25 who have not previously had a Men C containing vaccine since the age of 10. There is no upper age limit for catch up of Td/IPV
Girls aged 16 -25 years of age can be opportunistically offered/caught up with the HPV vaccination in general practice. Please note that girls commencing the course over the age of 15 years no longer require a three-dose course of this vaccine. Please note that
currently the HPV catch-up for boys applies only to those who were eligible for the vaccine in school year 8 at commencement of this programme in 2019/20, therefore those born on or after 01/09/2006.

Derbyshire - immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 0333583397 Option 5 Nottinghamshire - immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 0333583397 Option 4

Contact Information for SAIS

For schools across Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire please contact IntraHealth

For schools across Leicester, Lincs and Northamptonshire please contact.

Lincolnshire Community Health Services NHS Trust contact number: 01522 572950, Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007, Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust: 0800 170

7055 option 5

For additional information regarding the Seasonal Flu Programme 2023.24 please refer to: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners
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