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EAST MIDLANDS VACCINATION TEAM BULLETIN
PLEASE CASCADE TO ALL RELEVANT STAFF, INCLUDING GPS, PRACTICE NURSES, ADMIN AND RECEPTION STAFF 

UK RSV PROGRAMME PROTECTS OLDER PEOPLE 
The RSV vaccination programme is already making a significant reduction to the number of hospital admissions in older people in England.  With hospitalisation rates fewer by 30%, in 75 – 79-year-olds.  The full web article can be accessed at the link below: 
UK's first RSV vaccination programme protects older people
HPV VACCINATION AND ELIMINATING CERVICAL CANCER 
The HPV vaccine has been offered to all girls in school year 8 since September 2008. And to all Y8 boys since September 2019.  The HPV vaccine is one of the most successful in the world, and protection is now provided with just one dose of HPV vaccine.  However, figures show that uptake for this vaccination programme is below pre-pandemic levels of 90%. 
Whilst the HPV vaccination is offered as part of the routine adolescent programmes in schools, it can also be offered opportunistically in general practice, for those eligible, up until 25th birthday. 
There is clear evidence that the HPV vaccine helps protect both boys and girls from HPV-related cancers, such as some head and neck cancers, and most cases of cervical cancer.  This new publication outlines how the NHS will improve equitable uptake and coverage across human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination and cervical screening to take us towards the ambition to eliminate cervical cancer by 2040.
Cervical cancer elimination by 2040 – plan for England
WORLD IMMUNISATION WEEK 
To highlight the achievements in immunisations, World immunisation Week will be celebrated 24th -30th April 2025.  Please see the full information at: World Immunization Week 2025 - 24 to 30 April.
MAKING EVERY CONTACT COUNT 
The World Health Organisation estimates that 3 million lives are saved every year worldwide through immunisation. Some parents are put off vaccination by claims they hear and articles they read in the press about the risks of some vaccines. The risks of vaccination are very small, compared to the risk of getting the diseases themselves and deferring vaccination in a child, where there is no clinical contraindication carries a great risk.  It is very important that all children and babies are immunised.
The UK has seen great success with vaccination programmes, and healthcare professionals work hard to deliver all these programmes, including those for adults.  To ensure we get the best uptake for immunisation programmes we ask healthcare professionals and staff working within immunisation services, to make every contact count.   
· Check patient immunisation records/ask patients if they are up to date with immunisations. 
· Use prompts and reminders from electronic medical records to opportunistically identify people who are eligible and due or overdue for vaccination. 
· Add prompts to the records of parents or carers (as appropriate) if children are overdue vaccinations
· Unless a person has a documented (or reliable verbal) vaccine history, assume that they are not immunised, and plan a full course of immunisations. (Refer to: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf69e0a44f1c4c23e5bd41/UKHSA_13034_Algorithm_immunisation_status_1September2024.pdf)
· Promote immunisation programmes and advise that “Immunisations are available to protect against a wide variety of serious illnesses in children and are a quick, safe way of protecting you, your family and your friends from serious diseases”
· Signpost to further information if patients are in doubt about immunisations, below are the links to some of the resources:                https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation                https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/
· https://vaccineknowledge.ox.ac.uk/home    
· Otherwise, encourage them to book an appointment to discuss the vaccinations or an appointment for vaccination
For more detailed information about increasing uptake in the routine immunisation programmes please refer to: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng218
VACCINE SUPPLY 
We are receiving an increasing number of queries into EMICAS, about the use of centrally supplied vaccines, ordered via ImmForm.  Please note that vaccine stock centrally supplied by UKHSA is only for use in the routine immunisation programmes, and for catch up of any that have been missed.
Central supplies cannot be used for vaccinating patients with underlying medical conditions or where requests have been made, by consultants for specific patients to have out of cohort vaccinations.  These vaccines should be ordered directly from the vaccine manufacturers, and practices can then claim back the cost via an FP34 form from the NHS Business Services Authority. https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/

The only exception is where vaccines are requested for patients who have undergone chemotherapy and stem cell transplants and require (re)vaccination with routine vaccines because their immunity is classed as naïve.  UKHSA have confirmed that vaccines used for this purpose can be ordered from ImmForm.







COVID-19 SPRING CAMPAIGN 2025

A new post, “Who’s eligible for the 2025 COVID-19 vaccine, or ‘Spring Booster’?” has just been published on the UK Health Security Agency blog. For details of who is eligible to book a free NHS COVID-19 vaccination this spring read the new post at this link:
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/03/25/whos-eligible-for-the-2025-covid-19-vaccine-or-spring-booster/
The Covid-19 information for healthcare practitioners and resources have now been updated for the Spring 2025 campaign and are available here:
 
COVID-19 vaccination: information for healthcare practitioners
COVID-19 vaccination: spring 2025 campaign resources

 SCW CHIS IMPROVING IMMUNISATION UPTAKE TEAM 
The SCW Improving Immunisation Uptake Team (IIUT) are a specialised enhanced service working alongside the Child Health Information Service to provide support to practices to help increase 0-5 childhood immunisation uptake rates.    
[image: ]
The team offer bitesize masterclass sessions to benefit your practice by: 
· An increase in knowledge and understanding of the IIUT and CHIS 
· An increase in knowledge and understanding of the UK childhood immunisation schedule 
· Support in increasing immunisation uptake, achieving QOF targets and Improved data quality 
· Support in best practice guidance and ensuring robust processes relating to immunisations 
· Support to understand and address key challenges such as non-attenders, ghost patients and parental concerns around vaccinations 
· Support Resources available on request, including GP Toolkit and Practice Immunisation SOP 

 For further information or to register now email 
E: scwcsu.masterclasses@nhs.net T: 0300 561 1855 
· Improving Immunisation Uptake Team - SCW Child Health Information Service (CHIS) (scwcsu.nhs.uk)
Vaccine update – GOV.UK
The latest edition of Vaccine Update is now available Vaccine update: issue 356, March 2025
This issue includes:
· details for the COVID-19 spring programme
· essential training and development opportunities - places still available
· Fundamentals of Immunisation 2-day training - places still available
· National Immunisation Network training and development conference - places still available
· routine and non-routine vaccine supply
A PDF version is available to download from Health Publications
All “Vaccine Updates” are available here - Vaccine update - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-update-issue-344-november-2023-pregnancy-special/vaccine-update-issue-344-november-2023-pregnancy-special. It is recommended that all health care professionals involved in vaccination subscribe to the vaccine update. Please access this link to activate a subscription: Public Health England (govdelivery.com)
[bookmark: _Hlk176854516]Patient Group Directions
Patient group directions are available on our website at: NHS England — Midlands » East Midlands Screening and Immunisation Team (SIT). Please ensure you are always using the most up to date version of any PGD. For any queries regarding PGDs please contact our generic immunisation inbox.                          
COLD CHAIN MANAGEMENT
Cold chain management - please see attached vaccine incident guidance which is helpful to use in the event of a cold chain incident. Vaccine incident guidance: Responding to errors in vaccine storage, handling, and administration (publishing.service.gov.uk). Appendix’s A and B on pages 42-44 are particularly useful. 
When a cold chain error occurs, prior to disposing of any vaccines the SIT team should be informed via the generic inbox and stability information of all vaccines involved in the incident should be sought:
· LLR and Northamptonshire - stability information can be sought from the LRI on medicines.info@uhl-tr.nhs.uk or Tel: 0116 2586491 as well as individual manufactures. 
· Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, and Nottinghamshire – individual manufacturers should be contacted. 
Please ensure any vaccine wastage for centrally supplied vaccines, is reported as a stock incident on Immform website at Intranet Portal - Logon (phe.gov.uk)  If no vaccines are destroyed as a result of a cold chain breach, then there is no requirement to report a stock incident on ImmForm.
[bookmark: _COntact_Details][bookmark: _Useful_Documents]Useful Documents 
· A poster for display in clinical areas promoting our immunisation clinical advice service:
      This is our new poster for 2025 

	
· UPDATED September 2024: Incomplete or uncertain immunisation schedule: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-with-uncertain-or-incomplete-immunisation-status

·  UPDATED September 2024: Immunisation cohorts and providers for 2024/25 


                                                                                
The Green Book – Immunisation Against Disease -  Immunisation against infectious disease - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

THE immunisation team
[bookmark: _Immunisation]The East Midlands Immunisation Team cover all counties in the East Midlands region. 
Contact details for immunisation queries: 
· Any routine immunisation (Section 7A) enquiries or incidents (including cold chain & vaccine incidents) should be sent to the East Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service (EMICAS) generic inbox england.emids-imms@nhs.net   
Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, when contacting EMICAS, in order for us to appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may result in a delay in answering your query.
· All ImmForm queries should be emailed to: Helpdesk@immform.org.uk or 0207 183 8580. 
· All practice payment queries should be emailed to: GP Contracting EMids: 
                                                                                                       nnicb-nn.eastmidlands-pcgp@nhs.net



OTHER COntact Details

	CHILD HEALTH INFORMATION SERVICES (CHIS)

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	scwcsu.Lincs.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	scwcsu.LLRMovementsteam.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
scwcsu.LLRchildhealthrecords.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
scwcsu.LLRbirthsregistrationteam.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	scwcsu.northants.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	scwcsu.derbyshire.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	Nottingham City - scwcsu.nottscity.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
Notts County - scwcsu.nottscounty.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
Bassett Law - scwcsu.Bassetlaw.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	SCHOOL AGED IMMUNISATION SERVICE (SAIS) 

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	lhnt.sais@nhs.net 01522 572950

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	Imms.nhft@nhs.net  0800 170 7055 (option 5)

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 5


	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk  Tel: 03333583397 Option 4
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East Midlands Immunisation Clinical
Advice Service (EMICAS)


All routine immunisation enquiries or incidents should be sent
to the EMICAS inbox: 


england.imms@nhs.net   


Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, in order for us to
appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may


result in a delay in answering your query.
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Cohorts and Providers for Children’s Flu Programmes and Adolescent Immunisation Programmes 2024/25                                         
 


AC 29/08/2024 


 


 


  


Academic 
school year  
1/9/2024 – 
31/8/2025) 


 Age range as of 1st 
September 2024 


Date of Birth range 
Routine Immunisation Programme 


and Provider 
 
 
 


Catch-up Provision if Original Vaccination is Missed 


 
 
 


Comments From To 
(SAIS= School Age Immunisation 


Service 
GP = General Practice). 


 Age 2-3 01/09/21 31/08/2022 
 


GP 
GP Childhood Programme  


 Age 3-4 01/09/20 31/08/2021 
 


GP 
GP Childhood Programme  


Reception 
Age 4-5 


01/09/19 31/08/2020 
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


 
 


Children and young people 
eligible for the flu vaccination 
because they fall into the “at 
risk” category can also be 
vaccinated in general practice 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


1 
Age 5-6 


01/09/18 31/08/2019 
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


2 
Age 6-7 


01/09/17 31/08/2018 
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


3 
Age 7-8 


01/09/16 31/08/2017 
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


 
4 


Age 8-9 
01/09/15 31/08/2016 


Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


5 


Age 9-10 


01/09/14 31/08/2015 


Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


6 
Age 10-11 


01/09/13 31/08/2014 
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  For additional information 


regarding the Seasonal Flu 


Programme 2024.25 please refer 


to: Annual flu programme - 


GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


 
Resources for all immunisation 


programmes are available at: 


Immunisation - GOV.UK 


(www.gov.uk) 


If you require clinical support 


from you local Immunisation 


Team please contact: 


england.emids-imms@nhs.net 


7 
Age 11-12 


01/09/12 31/08/2013 
Influenza SAIS  


 
  


SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  


8 


Age 12-13 


01/09/11 31/08/2012 


Influenza SAIS  
HPV (All Students SAIS) 


 
 


SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  
SAIS until the end of Y11 


9 


Age 13-14 


01/09/10 31/08/2011 


Influenza SAIS  
Td/IPV and Men ACWY (all students)  


Catch-up of missed HPV 
 
 


SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme  
SAIS until the end of Y11 


10 


Age 14-15 


01/09/09 31/08/2010 


Influenza SAIS  
Catch-up of missed HPV/Td/IPV 


 
 


SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme 
SAIS until the end of Y11 


11 


Age 15-16 


01/09/08 31/08/2009 


Influenza SAIS  
Catch-up of missed HPV/Td/IPV and 


Men ACWY 


SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme 
SAIS until the end of Y11 


PLEASE NOTE: Parental queries relating to any of the SAIS programmes should be directed to the relevant team (see contact info).  Students who are not in mainstream education (e.g. home educated) should be vaccinated by the SAIS, if their date of birth falls 
within a school programme cohort 


POST 16 VACCINATIONS 
  Those who have missed any of the adolescent immunisations as part of the school programmes can be opportunistically vaccinated in general practice, these young people are not within the SAIS remit. The Men ACWY vaccination can be offered opportunistically for those up to the 


age of 25 who have not previously had a Men C containing vaccine since the age of 10. There is no upper age limit for catch up of Td/IPV 
Girls aged 16 -25 years of age can be opportunistically offered/caught up with the HPV vaccination in general practice. Please note that girls commencing the course over the age of 15 years no longer require a three-dose course of this vaccine.   


Please be aware that the HPV catch-up for boys applies only to those who were eligible for the vaccine in school year 8 at commencement of this programme in 2019/20, therefore those born on or after 01/09/2006. 


 


Contact Information for SAIS 
For schools across Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire please contact IntraHealth 


Derbyshire - immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 5  Nottinghamshire - immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 4 


For schools across Leicester, Lincs and Northamptonshire please contact. 
Lincolnshire Community Health Services NHS Trust contact number: 01522 572950, Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007, Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust: 0800 170 7055 option 5 



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/annual-flu-programme#2024-to-2025-flu-season
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