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EAST MIDLANDS VACCINATION TEAM BULLETIN
PLEASE CASCADE TO ALL RELEVANT STAFF, INCLUDING GPS, PRACTICE NURSES, ADMIN AND RECEPTION STAFF 

FLU ELIGIBILITY FOR CHILDREN
GPs are reminded that all at risk patients are to be invited on a call recall basis under the Seasonal Influenza (adult and at risk) Enhanced Service. General Practice Enhanced Service Specification Seasonal influenza vaccination programme 2025/26
 
While the school age immunisation service can and does vaccinate at risk children in school settings, these patients remain eligible to be vaccinated at their general practice. 
 
Where school age children are not in a clinical risk group and request flu vaccination, for instance if they missed the offer at school, they should be referred to the school age immunisation service as part of the SAIS catch-up arrangements, 
 
Children in a clinical risk group should still be called, recalled, and offered a seasonal flu vaccination by their general practice. Please ensure that all key staff, including e.g. receptionists, are aware of the need to check which category applies when taking requests for flu for school age children to maximise timely vaccination for at risk children. 

FLU SOS
NHS issues flu jab SOS
This follows biggest flu season in Australia’s history, often an accurate predictor of flu activity in England. Eligible adults are being urged to come forward now, ahead of usual flu season peak, with 2.4 million vaccination slots being made available next week.

Protecting patients for Christmas
On 22 November NHSE will start communications activity encouraging eligible patients to get the flu vaccination in time to be protected for Christmas.
Hospital wards are already filling with patients with flu and other viral respiratory illnesses – about a month earlier than normal.
We will send you materials which we hope you will share to help encourage vaccination – a digital screen asset, plus posters and social media to promote any flu or RSV clinics you might be holding or signposting to a web page where patients can find details of clinics local to them.
Thank you for your ongoing support with the vaccination programme.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – THE ROUTINE CHILDHOOD IMMUNISATION PROGRAMME AND HIB/MEN C. 
Child Health Information Records are showing that there are an increasing number of babies who have missed their Hib/Men C vaccination in the East Midlands. The routine childhood Immunisation Schedule changed from 1 July 2025 and due to the cessation of the manufacturing of the Hib/Men C vaccine (Menitorix®) this vaccine has been removed from the routine immunisation schedule and is no longer offered for those children turning 1 year old from 1st July 2025 (i.e children who are born on or after 01/07/2024). 
There is still a requirement for a Hib containing vaccine over the age of one year for these children, and Menitorix® has been replaced with DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB, to be administered at 18 months of age. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211936896]Providers should be aware that whilst Menitorix® is no longer offered to children turning 1 year of age from 1st July 2025 (born on or after 01.07.2024) onwards, children born prior to 1st July 2024 remain eligible for the Hib/Men C vaccination. Therefore, Menitorix® should be ordered from ImmForm to offer to these children whilst there is still national stock available.
This information is reflected both in the routine immunisation schedule document: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b71dcbd723ba6f74dba90b/UKHSA_Complete_Immunisation_schedule_September_2025_WEB.pdf
And in the incomplete/uncertain immunisation algorithm: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68d53817275fc9339a248ce5/UKHSA_13259_Uncertain_Immunisation_Status_Algorithm_September_2025__A4_Landscape__WEB.pdf
Once central supplies of Menitorix® are depleted, which is anticipated to be March 2026, previously eligible children should then be offered a dose of the DTaP/Hib/IPV/HepB vaccine, also available to order from ImmForm.
All children require a dose of Hib over the age of one year.
For full information about the changes to the routine schedule please refer to: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-schedule-changes-from-1-july-2025-information-for-healthcare-practitioners
General practice should now review their monthly Incomplete Immunisation List to identify if any babies have missed their Hib/Men C vaccination and offer vaccination accordingly. The lists are sent to your practice's generic mailbox by SCW CHIS - scwcsu.chisinfo-noreply@nhs.net 
If you have any questions regarding the Hib/Men C programme &/or the appropriate vaccine to offer a child, please contact the vaccination team via our generic mailbox england.imms@nhs.net 
INADVERTENT ADMINISTRATION OF 6:1 VACCINE AT 1 YEAR OF AGE 
The Child Health Information Service have identified that a few practices in multiple areas are giving children born after 1st July 2024 a DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB at their 1-year vaccination appointments.
The UKHSA guidance states that if the hexavalent vaccine is inadvertently given to a 1-year-old child who is eligible for the 18-month appointment, this will count as a valid dose of Hib-containing vaccine and does not need to be repeated at 18 months of age. However, the child should still attend their 18-month appointment in order to receive their second dose of MMR vaccine.
Full information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-schedule-changes-from-1-july-2025-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/childhood-schedule-changes-from-1-july-2025-information-for-healthcare-practitioners
INTRODUCTION OF A VARICELLA VACCINATION (MMRV) INTO THE ROUTINE CHILDHOOD SCHEDULE 
From 1 January 2026 a varicella vaccination, MMRV is to be introduced into the routine childhood immunisation schedule, for all children at one year and at 18 months, with a catch-up for children aged up to 6 years.  For full information please access the MMRV bipartite letter which has been published on GOV.UK: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-a-routine-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme
The MMRV training slide set has also been published and can be accessed via the following link, under the ‘guidance’ section: Measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (MMRV) vaccination programme - GOV.UK
[bookmark: _Hlk213416360]MMRV PRODUCT INFORMATION 
Please see below for the MMRV product details which have been shared by the UKHSA Vaccines Operations.  Also included are the pack shots for the two MMRV vaccines; Priorix-Tetra and ProQuad. 
Product name: Priorix-Tetra
Pack size: 10 dose pack
Pack description: Powder and solvent for solution for injection in pre-filled syringe .10 x single dose vial and 10 x single dose diluent. One reconstituted dose = 0.5mL
EAN: 5050459005724
GB SKU: PRIORIX-TETRA-10
Each pack of 10 doses will be delivered with 1 x 10 PIL pad.
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Product name: ProQuad®
Pack size: Single dose pack
Pack description: Pre-filled syringe + 2 unattached needles.
EAN: 191778024883
GB SKU: PROQUAD
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MMRV vaccine will be available to order in the usual way online via the ImmForm website. See the ImmForm help sheet for information on registering for an ImmForm account. Providers should ensure that local stocks of vaccine are rotated in fridges so that wastage is minimised. It is recommended that practices hold no more than 2 weeks’ worth of stock.
MMRV WEBINAR
On Wednesday 3 December 2025, 14:00 – 15:15, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) Immunisation Team will be hosting a webinar to discuss the introduction of the MMRV vaccination, into the childhood schedule. ​ Practitioners can register for this event using this form: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mRRO7jVKLkutR188-d6GZoWDgUmZBEJMpxD-TyYSR-dURFpNRUdERVA5TFlDRTVHWVVFQ0YyVUQxTi4u
Regional Webinar
Following the National Webinar, we will be holding a regional webinar on Thursday 11 December 2025 12:00 – 13:00 to discuss the forthcoming changes to the childhood immunisation programme that will take place from 1 January 2026. We will discuss local processes that will be in place to support the changes and provide colleagues with the opportunity to ask any clarification questions. Time permitting, we will also use this meeting as an opportunity to do a mid-season flu review and provide any regional and national updates.
Please register your interest in attending the Regional Webinar here.
[bookmark: _Hlk213419649]Vaccine update – GOV.UK
All “Vaccine Updates” are available here - https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update
It is recommended that all health care professionals involved in vaccination subscribe to the vaccine update. Please access this link to activate a subscription: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHPA/subscribers/new?preferences=true
[bookmark: _Hlk176854516]Patient Group Directions
The Screening and Immunisation Team are responsible for issuing all up to date PGDs in relation to the routine immunisation programmes.  PGDs should not be accessed directly from the UKHSA website, as these have not had regional authorisation.  Please note the SIT will issue PGDs direct to providers, well in advance of expiry dates.   Patient group directions are also available on our website at: NHS England — Midlands » East Midlands Screening and Immunisation Team (SIT). Please ensure you are always using the most up to date version of any PGD. For any queries regarding PGDs please contact our EMICAS inbox.
COLD CHAIN MANAGEMENT
As part of NHS England – East Midlands, the Screening and Immunisation Team (SIT) are responsible for commissioning and performance managing all the routine immunisation programmes.  This includes ensuring safe and effective delivery of these programmes.  Because of this any cold chain and vaccine incidents should be reported directly to SIT.   
Please see below for the correct process for cold chain incident reporting in our area:
· On identifying a potential incident, the Screening, and Immunisation Team (SIT) should be contacted via the EMICAS inbox as soon as is practicably possible on the same day that the incident is discovered, to discuss next steps.
· The reporting email should contain full details about the incident and evidence of temperature breach/timeframe where possible.
· If categorised as a cold chain incident by the SIT the next steps will be outlined in the email response from the SIT, and you will be given a reference number. If full details have been provided completion of an incident form will be required only if patients have been vaccinated with affected stock.
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident you may be advised to contact the vaccine manufacturers for information about vaccine stability and further use.
· The SIT will keep a record of the incident, actions and outcome for audit and monitoring purposes.
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident, vaccine manufacturers may advise that vaccines have maintained stability and are still safe to use “off label”, this means that the vaccines are still within their licence.  
· Do not discard any vaccines prior to discussing with the SIT.  If any vaccines need to be destroyed because of the incident then this wastage should be reported on to ImmForm, as a stock incident, which will then generate a cost invoice to the SIT. Please note - If no vaccines are wasted, then there is no requirement to report on ImmForm. 

The use of “off label” vaccines
· Not all cold chain interruptions will result in the need for vaccines to be destroyed.  When storage temperatures have varied a little for a short period of time, some vaccines can tolerate this fluctuation and the safety of the vaccine and way in which it works may not be affected.    
· In this instance the vaccines can still be used “off label” this means that the vaccine is still licensed but it is being used in a different way to that stated within the licence (i.e. out of recommended temperature ranges (+2 ° to +8 ° C) The “off label” use of vaccines is determined by what is known about the vaccine from information provided by the manufacturer, the World Health Organisation and from special stability studies. NHS England, UKHSA, and the vaccine manufacturer will advise on whether the vaccine can still be used.
· Using vaccines “off label” is not a way of saving money, it is a waste of public money to throw away expensive vaccines unnecessarily, also to have to delay vaccination could put a patient at risk of a serious infection. 
The decision to allow “off label” use will only be taken if the vaccine is still considered to be safe and effective. It is recognised that the ultimate decision in each practice to use vaccines “off label” rests with the lead clinician, however the Screening and Immunisation Team fully endorse this practice.
Useful Documents 
· A poster for display in clinical areas promoting our immunisation clinical advice service:

	
· UPDATED July 2025:  The Routine Childhood Immunisation Schedule:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/683e27b31b807cfa6995e094/UKHSA_13284_Complete_Immunisation_schedule_01_July_2025_WEB.pdf
· UPDATED July 2025: Incomplete or uncertain immunisation schedule: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/683d9e6e8e9bdf1409b90b68/UKHSA_13259_Algorithm_immunisation_status_20250503.pdf
· 
 UPDATED September 2025: Immunisation cohorts and providers for 2025/26                                                                                  
· The Green Book – Immunisation Against Disease -  Immunisation against infectious disease - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
contact details for THE immunisation team
The East Midlands Immunisation Team cover all counties in the East Midlands region.  Any routine immunisation (Section 7A) enquiries or incidents (including cold chain & vaccine incidents) should be sent to the East Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service (EMICAS) generic inbox england.imms@nhs.net   Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, when contacting EMICAS, for us to appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may result in a delay in answering your query.
Other contact details:
· All ImmForm queries should be emailed to: Helpdesk@immform.org.uk or 0207 183 8580. 
· All practice payment queries should be emailed to: GP Contracting EMids:                                                                                                        nnicb-nn.eastmidlands-pcgp@nhs.net













OTHER COntact Details

	CHILD HEALTH INFORMATION SERVICES (CHIS)

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	scwcsu.Lincs.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	scwcsu.LLRMovementsteam.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
scwcsu.LLRchildhealthrecords.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
scwcsu.LLRbirthsregistrationteam.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	scwcsu.northants.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	scwcsu.derbyshire.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	Nottingham City - scwcsu.nottscity.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234
Notts County and Bassetlaw - scwcsu.nottscounty.chis@nhs.net Tel: 0300 561 0234

	SCHOOL AGED IMMUNISATION SERVICE (SAIS) 

	LINCOLNSHIRE
	lhnt.sais@nhs.net 01522 572950

	LEICESTERSHIRE 
	Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007

	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
	Imms.nhft@nhs.net  0800 170 7055 (option 5)

	DERBY AND DERBYSHIRE
	immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 5

	NOTTS AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
	immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk  Tel: 03333583397 Option 4
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Eligibility
Criteria

East Midlands Immunisation Clinical
Advice Service (EMICAS)

All routine Immunisation enquiries or incidents should be sent
to the EMICAS Iinbox:
england.imms@nhs.net

Please include your practice ODS code in the emall title, in order for us to
appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may
result in a delay in answering your query.

Vaccine

Schedules Incomplete or

Uncertain
Vaccination

Immunisation Status
Incident Advice '
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Cohorts and Provider info for  EMIDS2025.26 Imms Programmes.pdf
NHS|

Cohorts and Providers for Children’s Flu Programmes and Adolescent Immunisation Programmes 2025/26 England
Academic Date of Birth range Routine Inmunisation Programme and Provider
sflg?z(:)lzysefr Ag: rtaer:rg‘jg ;szng;St (SAIS= School Age Immunisation Service
P From To GP = General Practice Catch-up Provision if Original Vaccination is Missed Comments
31/8/2026) = . :
CP = Community Pharmacies).
GP/CPs as directed for Childhood Programme
Age 2-3 01/09/2022 31/08/2023 GP and selected CPs
GP/CPs as directed for Childhood Programme
Age 3-4 01/09/2021 31/08/2022 GP and selected CPs
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme
Reception Age 4-5 01/09/2020 31/08/2021 Children and young peop]e
ol SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthv Child FIu P eligible for the flu vaccination
nfluenza as directed for Healthy Chi u Programme ; «
1 Age 5-6 01/09/2019 31/08/2020 Rt ey (I Uis e
risk” category can also be
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme vaccinated in general practice
2 Age 6-7 01/09/2018 31/08/2019
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme
3 Age 7-8 01/09/2017 31/08/2018
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme
4 Age 8-9 01/09/2016 31/08/2017
5 —— 01/09/2015 31/08/2016 Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme For additional information
6 Age 10-11 01/09/2014 31/08/2015 regarding the Seasonal Flu
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme Programme 2025.26 please refer
7 Age 11-12 01/09/2013 31/08/2014 to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/c
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme ollections/annual-flu-
8 Ade 1213 01/09/2012 31/08/2013 P P e S ) SAIS until the end of Y11 programme#2025-to-2026-flu-
ge 1z season
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme
Td/IPV and Men ACWY (all students SAIS) SAIS until the end of Y11 R el et
9 Age 13-14 01/09/2011 31/08/2012 Catch-up of missed HPV esources for all immunisation
programmes are available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/c
Influenza SAIS SAIS as directed for Healthy Child Flu Programme ollections/immunisation
10 Catch-up of missed HPV/Td/IPV and Men ACWY SAIS until the end of Y11
Age 14-15 01/09/2010 31/08/2011 If you require clinical support
from your local Immunisation

Team, please contact:
england.imms@nhs.net

POST 16 VACCINATIONS

PLEASE NOTE: Parental queries relating to any of the SAIS programmes should be directed to the relevant team (see contact info). Students who are not in mainstream education (e.g. home educated) should be vaccinated by the SAIS, if their date of birth falls
within a school programme cohort

Those who have missed any of the adolescent immunisations as part of the school programmes can be opportunistically vaccinated in general practice, these young people are not within the SAIS remit. The Men ACWY vaccination can be offered opportunistically for those up to the
age of 25 who have not previously had a Men C containing vaccine since the age of 10. There is no upper age limit for catch up of Td/IPV
Girls aged 16 -25 years of age can be opportunistically offered/caught up with the HPV vaccination in general practice. Please note that girls commencing the course over the age of 15 years no longer require a three-dose course of this vaccine.

Please be aware that the HPV catch-up for boys applies only to those who were eligible for the vaccine in school year 8 at commencement of this programme in 2019/20, therefore those born on or after 01/09/2006.

Lincolnshire Community Health Services NHS Trust contact number: 01522 572950, Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust: 0300 3000 007, Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust: 0800 170 7055 option 5

Derbyshire - immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 5 Nottinghamshire - immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 4

Contact Information for SAIS

For schools across Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire please contact IntraHealth

For schools across Leicester, Lincs and Northamptonshire please contact.

AC 29/08/2025
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