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MIDLANDS VACCINATION TEAM BULLETIN
PLEASE CASCADE TO ALL STAFF, INCLUDING GPS, PRACTICE NURSES, ADMIN AND RECEPTION STAFF 

NASAL FLU VACCINE (LAIV) DELIVERY
Flu vaccines are produced each year to tight timelines following the WHO strain selection announcement in late February. As biological products, vaccine manufacture can be unpredictable, and timelines can vary by platform.
LAIV is an egg-based live vaccine, which adds complexity and risk to manufacturing and can affect availability. To support planning, UKHSA will share anticipated 2026/27 LAIV availability dates for general practice and the school age immunisation service earlier than usual. These dates remain subject to change, so vaccination session planning should remain flexible and ImmForm should be checked regularly for the latest information.
Please ensure that you order LAIV wc 31 August/as soon as ordering opens to enable you to start vaccinating children from week commencing 7 September. 
Please order LAIV in line with cold chain guidance. Each year, a significant amount of LAIV is wasted due to over-ordering, or stock going out of date due to the short shelf life. To help reduce waste, please ensure orders are based on planned clinic requirements and expected uptake.
	Anticipated LAIV availability 2026/27*

	Order Opening
	First Deliveries

	Week commencing 31 August
	Week commencing 7 September


*As of the date of this communication. Remains subject to change.

Community pharmacies who are delivering flu vaccinations to children can access Fluenz® (LAIV) via the Federated Data Platform (FDP) managed by NHS England. For more information, please see the amendment to the annual flu letter and the service specification: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flu-immunisation-programme-plan-2026-to-2027/amendment-to-national-flu-immunisation-programme-2026-to-2027-letter
UKHSA does not supply any flu vaccines for patients aged 18 years and over.



ALL INFLUENZA VACCINES MARKETED IN THE UK FOR THE 2026/27 SEASON
Information on all influenza vaccines that will be marketed in the UK for the 2026/27 season can be accessed here.  A poster is also available at this link.
UPDATE ON FLU RESOURCES FOR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS AHEAD OF FLU SEASON 2026/27
The ‘Flu immunisation e-learning programme’ is live on e-LFH hub (from 22/07/2026).  It can be accessed via the main page NHSE elfh Hub (for those that have used e-lfh before and accessed the flu training, it will show up in ‘My elearning’ section). 
It is also navigable from the 2026 to 2027 annual flu collection – (screenshot below)
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INFORMATION FOR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS FOR FLU PROGRAMME 2026/27
The updated Information for Healthcare professionals for the flu programme 2026/2027 is now live at this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners. 
This information is produced by UKHSA each season to support training for the flu immunisation programme ahead of the coming season, 2026 to 2027.



RISK IDENTIFIED OF WHOOPING COUGH VACCINE GIVEN TWICE
We are aware of cases where pregnant women have been given a duplicate vaccination, because they have been confused by the word “pertussis” used in texting when the maternal vaccine is being offered.   Whilst technically there is nothing wrong with this, because the public may not necessarily realise that pertussis and whooping cough relate to the same vaccine, it could minimise the risk of vaccine duplication, to refer to the vaccine as the “whooping cough vaccine” in line with the leading words used by the media campaigns/ leaflets/ posters produced by the UKHSA.   

MEN B YEAR 13 AND FRESHER’S TIME-LIMITED OFFER
A time limited programme which commenced on 20th July 2026, for Men B vaccination is being offered by community pharmacies only.  For full information please access the updated  bipartite letter which has been published on the gov.uk website: Meningococcal B (MenB) time limited vaccination offer letter - GOV.UK
Those eligible by age (i.e. in the year 13 equivalent group) will receive an invitation to book their first dose vaccination appointment on the National Booking Service (NBS). They will in addition receive a reminder to book their second dose via the NBS. Those eligible as HERFE entrants will be able to use the NHS website to identify a pharmacy in which to self-refer. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningococcal-b-menb-time-limited-vaccination-offer-letter/annex-a-detailed-information-guidance-and-resources-for-healthcare-professionals
Please note GPs are not commissioned to provide this programme and should only offer the time-limited Men B vaccination in extenuating circumstances. 
All current Patient Group Directions for use in our region can be accessed at this link:  NHS England — Midlands » Patient Group Directions (PGDs)
UPDATED GREEN BOOK CHAPTER - PNEUMOCOCCAL
The Pneumococcal chapter of the Green Book has now been updated and can be accessed at the link below:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a71e898332792bd88ece4d3/Green_Book_chapter_Pneumococcal_29_7_26.pdf
RSV MATERNAL VACCINE – GOOD NEWS STORY
The UKHSA have now published the RSV annual report. Newborn ICU admissions drop 50% in first full year of RSV maternal vaccine programme - GOV.UK
This shows a decrease of approximately 50% in infants under 6 months of age being admitted to ICUs, with RSV disease in England.  The data demonstrates the annual impact of the NHS RSV maternal vaccination programme for the first time.  Please access this link for the full report respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) annual report 


UKHSA IMMUNISATION TRAINING PROVIDER SHORT SURVEY
The UKHSA have advised that there has been a good response to the immunisation training provider survey with over 640 received, however, when breaking this down they have noted that there are significantly lower numbers of responses from certain areas in the country, and Community Pharmacies, maternity and SAIS teams.   Because this has been sent out during the holiday period and people may have missed it, UKHSA are keen that the survey is representative and takes account of the situation with regard to training in all regions and provider groups if possible. Therefore, to facilitate this, the survey has been reopened, and it will now remain until COP on 6th September 2026. 
The survey link can be accessed here:  UKHSA Immunisation Training Provider Short Survey – Fill out form
VACCINE UPDATE
The latest edition of Vaccine Update was published on 29th July 2026 and can be accessed at the link below:
Vaccine update: issue 373, July 2026
This month's edition features:
· JCVI new recommendations on adolescent MenB vaccination
· measles and flu webinar recordings
· 2026 to 2027 flu season
· recent publications
· routine and non-routine vaccine supply
You can also view and download a PDF copy for free from Find Public Health Resources using the product code: 126546A1EN001 You need to select the download button on the page. 
It is recommended that all health care professionals involved in vaccination subscribe to the vaccine update. Please access this link to activate a subscription: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHPA/subscribers/new?preferences=true
Please note - all “Vaccine Updates” are available here:  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update






ISSUING AND ACCESSING PATIENT GROUP DIRECTIONS (PDGS) AND VACCINE GROUP DIRECTIONS (VGDS)
The Midlands Vaccination Team is responsible for providing all current Patient Group Directions (PGDs) and Vaccine Group Directions (VGDs). It is essential to obtain these directly from the team, because those accessed from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) website do not have regional authorisation. The team will ensure PGDs and VGDs are distributed to providers well ahead of any expiry dates, allowing ample time for implementation and compliance.
Please note the individual East and West Midlands webpages for PGDs have now been rebranded as a Midlands page, therefore patient Group Directions can now be accessed at this link:
 NHS England — Midlands » Patient Group Directions (PGDs)
It is important to always use the most up-to-date version of any PGD.
Please see the table below, which lists all PGDs and VGDs currently in circulation: 
	LIST OF CURRENT PGDs/VGDs

	CHILDHOOD
	National ref
	Version
	Valid from 
	Expiry 

	DTaP/IPV
	GOV-19447
	6
	01.11.25
	01.11.28

	MMR
	GOV - 20085
	7
	01.01.26
	30.11.28

	MMRV
	GOV - 20206
	2
	30.01.26
	30.11.28

	PCV
	GOV-19753
	7
	05.01.26
	05.01.29

	Hexavalent DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB
	GOV-18480
	6
	01.07.25
	01.07.28

	MenB 
	GOV- 18484
	8
	01.07.25
	28.02.28

	Rotavirus
	GOV-18587
	7
	30.06.25
	30.06.28

	ADOLESCENT

	MenACWY
	GOV-18481 
	6
	31.07.25
	31.12.27

	Td/IPV
	GOV-16527
	6
	04.08.24
	04.12.26

	HPV
	GOV-18920
	7
	01.09.25
	01.09.28

	ADULT
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pre-natal Pertussis
	GOV-16448
	7
	1.07.24
	1.07.27

	PCV 20
	GOV-19752
	1
	17.12.25
	17.12.28

	Shingrix
	GOV-18489
	3
	01.09.25
	31.08.28

	RSV PGD (will be removed from 31st August 2026 due to revised version 3)
	GOV-20340
	2
	01.04.26
	28.02.29

	RSV PGD
	GOV-21468
	3
	01.09.26
	31.08.29

	RSV VGD
	GOV-21471
	1
	01.09.26
	31.08.29

	SEASONAL VACCINES
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LAIV and Inactivated Vaccine
	GOV 21141
	1
	01.09.26
	01.04.27

	Flu VGD
	GOV 21142
	1
	01.09.26
	01.04.27

	C-19 (5+ yrs) PGD


	 
	 
	Revision currently in progress
	 

	C-19 (5+yrs) VGD


	 
	 
	Revision currently in progress

	 

	AT RISK VACCINES

	BCG
	GOV-17151
	5
	22.08.24
	31.08.26

	HepB 
	GOV-18483
	6
	01.07.25
	30.04.28

	HepB renal
	GOV-18045
	5
	28.02.25
	28.02.28

	HPV GBMSM
	GOV-18921
	5
	01.09.25
	01.09.28

	MenACWY risk groups
	GOV- 18482
	5
	31.07.25
	31.12.27

	MenB risk groups
	GOV-17734
	5
	28.02.25
	28.02.28

	PCV risk groups
	GOV-17863
	6
	28.02.25
	31.05.27

	PCV 20
	GOV-19752
	1
	17.12.25
	17.12.28

	Mpox
	GOV-17181
	4
	10.10.24
	30.04.27

	Varicella
	GOV-17610
	2
	05.01.25
	05.01.27

	MenB GBMSM
	GOV-19045
	1a
	01.08.25
	01.08.27

	HepA
	GOV-15398
	5
	31.10.23
	31.10.26

	Hep A/B
	GOV-15400
	4
	31.10.23
	31.10.26

	Men B time-limited offer to be delivered by pharmacies only  
	GOV-21250
	1a
	24.06.2026
	31.03.27


For questions or concerns regarding PGDs, or any other legal mechanisms, please direct enquiries to the MICAS inbox. england.imms@nhs.net   
For further information about understanding the legal mechanisms for delivering vaccinations please visit:
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/introduction-to-pgds/
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/understanding-vaccine-group-directions-vgds/
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/patient-specific-directions-psd/








COLD CHAIN MANAGEMENT
As part of NHS England –Midlands, the Vaccination Team are responsible for commissioning and performance managing all the routine immunisation programmes.  This includes ensuring safe and effective delivery of these programmes.  Because of this any cold chain and vaccine incidents should be reported directly to the team.   
Please see below for the correct process for cold chain incident reporting in our area:
· On identifying a potential incident, the Vaccination Team should be contacted via the MICAS inbox england.imms@nhs.net  as soon as is practicably possible on the same day that the incident is discovered, to discuss next steps.
· The reporting email should contain full details about the incident and evidence of temperature breach/timeframe where possible.
· If categorised as a cold chain incident by the team the next steps will be outlined in the email response from them, and you will be given a reference number. 
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident you may be advised to contact the vaccine manufacturers for information about vaccine stability and further use.
· The team will keep a record of the incident, actions and outcome for audit and monitoring purposes.
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident, vaccine manufacturers may advise that vaccines have maintained stability and are still safe to use “off label”, this means that the vaccines are still within their licence.  
· Do not discard any vaccines prior to discussing with the Vaccination Team.  If any vaccines need to be destroyed because of the incident, then this wastage should be reported on to ImmForm, as a stock incident, which will then generate a cost invoice to the team. Please note - If no vaccines are wasted, then there is no requirement to report on ImmForm. 
The use of “off label” vaccines
· Not all cold chain interruptions will result in the need for vaccines to be destroyed.  When storage temperatures have varied a little for a short period of time, some vaccines can tolerate this fluctuation and the safety of the vaccine and way in which it works may not be affected.    
· In this instance the vaccines can still be used “off label” this means that the vaccine is still licensed but it is being used in a different way to that stated within the licence (i.e. out of recommended temperature ranges (+2 ° to +8 ° C) The “off label” use of vaccines is determined by what is known about the vaccine from information provided by the manufacturer, the World Health Organisation and from special stability studies. NHS England, UKHSA, and the vaccine manufacturer will advise on whether the vaccine can still be used.
· Using vaccines “off label” is not a way of saving money, it is a waste of public money to throw away expensive vaccines unnecessarily, also to have to delay vaccination could put a patient at risk of a serious infection. 
The decision to allow “off label” use will only be taken if the vaccine is still considered to be safe and effective. It is recognised that the ultimate decision in each practice to use vaccines “off label” rests with the lead clinician, however the Vaccination Team fully endorse this practice.

USEFUL DOCUMENTS
· A poster for display in clinical areas promoting our immunisation clinical advice service:

	
· UPDATED 17th August 2026:  The Routine Childhood Immunisation Schedule: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a7d7db7764399f224d83252/UKHSA_13599_Complete_Immunisation_Schedule_children_born_on_or_before_30_June_24_03_PRINT.pdf
· UPDATED 5th June 2026: Incomplete or uncertain immunisation schedule: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a21c6218e85b4e5346abf97/UKHSA_13259_Algorithm_immunisation_status_2026_16__A3_Portrait_.pdf

· The Green Book – Immunisation Against Disease - https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
THE VACCINATION TEAM
The Midlands Vaccination Team now covers all Integrated Care Systems in the Midlands footprint which include:
· Birmingham and Solihull
· Black Country
· Coventry and Warwickshire
· Derby and Derbyshire 
· Herefordshire and Worcestershire
· Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
· Lincolnshire
· Northamptonshire
· Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
· Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
· Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin
Any clinical immunisation queries and incidents from these areas should be directed to the MICAS (Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service) inbox: england.imms@nhs.net
Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, when contacting MICAS, for us to appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may result in a delay in answering your query.
Please note that specific queries relating to neonatal Hep B babies should be directed to: england.hbat@nhs.net
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	Routine vaccine supply queries – should be directed to ImmForm
	Helpdesk@immform.org.uk or telephone 0207 183 8580


	All practice payment queries – please email GP contracting
	East Midlands practices: nnicb-nn.eastmidlands-pcgp@nhs.net
West Midlands practices: westmids.gmast@nhs.net

	UKHSA Health Protection Team 
	East Midlands - emhpt@ukhsa.gov.uk or telephone 0344 225 4524
West Midlands - phe.wmarc@nhs.net or telephone 03442253560 option 0, option 2

	Travel Vaccines
	Advice Line for health professionals
020 7383 7474
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/

	Child Health Services
	East Midlands:
 scwcsu.EMCHIS-UNDER1s@nhs.net (For anything related to children under 1, inclusive of newborn screening queries, new birth queries and / or movements for under 1s)
 scwcsu.EMCHIS-IMMS@nhs.net (For any immunisation queries for all ages)
 scwcsu.EMCHIS-POPMANAGEMENT@nhs.net (For all other queries including movements in and out of area and adoptions)

West Midlands:
Shropshire & Telford & Wrekin, Staffs & Stoke on Trent childhealth@sshis.nhs.uk
Birmingham & Solihull, Black Country
bchc.newbham.childhealthteam@nhs.net
Hereford & Worcestershire, Coventry & Warwickshire
swft.childhealth@nhs.net

	School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS)









SAIS contd
	East Midlands:
Derbyshire - immunisations.derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 5 
Nottinghamshire - immunisations.nottinghamshire@intrahealth.co.uk Tel: 03333583397 Option 4
Lincolnshire - Lincolnshire Community Health Services NHS Trust Tel: 01522 572950 
Leicestershire - Leicester Partnership NHS Trust Tel: 0300 3000 007
Northamptonshire - Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust Tel: 0800 170 7055 option 5
West Midlands:
Birmingham and Solihull, Black Country, Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Vaccination UK schools@vaccinationuk.co.uk
Coventry and Warwickshire
Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust (CWPT)
Coventry schools - Bewise.Immunise@covwarkpt.nhs.uk
South Warwickshire schools - SOUTHIMMS@covwarkpt.nhs.uk
North Warwickshire Schools - NORTHIMMS@covwarkpt.nhs.uk

Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin
Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust (Shropcom)
shropcom.immunisationteam@nhs.net

Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust (MPFT)
school.immunisation@mpft.nhs.uk
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Each year the NHS prepares for the unpredictability of flu. For most healthy
people, flu is an unpleasant but usually self-limiting disease with recovery
generally within a week.

However, there is a particular risk of severe illness from catching flu for:

* older people

the very young

pregnant women

those with underlying disease, such as chronic respiratory or cardiac
disease

those who are immunosuppressed

o T e

An interactive flu immunisation e-learning programme, written by UK Health
Security Agency (UKHSA), and produced by Health Education England’s e-
Learning for Healthcare, is available for anyone involved in delivering the flu
immunisation programme. Training for flu vaccinators should be undertaken
inline with the recommendations made in the National um Standards

and Core Curriculum for Vaccination Training.
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Midlands Immunisation Clinical  


Advice Service (MICAS) 
All routine immunisation enquiries or incidents should be 


sent to the MICAS inbox: 


england.imms@nhs.net 


Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, in order for us to 
appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may 


result in a delay in answering your query. 
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