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MIDLANDS VACCINATION TEAM BULLETIN


PLEASE CASCADE TO ALL RELEVANT STAFF, INCLUDING GPS, PRACTICE NURSES, ADMIN AND RECEPTION STAFF 

THE MIDLANDS VACCINATION TEAM
On 1st July 2026, the East Midlands and West Midlands vaccination teams merged to become the Midlands Vaccination Team.  The team will now cover all Integrated Care Systems in the Midlands footprint which include:
· Birmingham and Solihull
· Black Country
· Coventry and Warwickshire
· Derby and Derbyshire 
· Herefordshire and Worcestershire
· Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
· Lincolnshire
· Northamptonshire
· Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
· Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
· Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin

Any clinical immunisation queries and incidents from these areas should be directed to the MICAS (Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service) inbox: england.imms@nhs.net 
MEN B YEAR 13 AND FRESHER’S TIME-LIMITED OFFER - FINAL BIPARTITE LETTER PUBLISHED
A time limited programme for Men B vaccination will be delivered in community pharmacies only from 20th July 2026.  For full information please access the updated  bipartite letter which has been published on the gov.uk website: Meningococcal B (MenB) time limited vaccination offer letter - GOV.UK
Those eligible by age (i.e. in the year 13 equivalent group) will receive an invitation to book their first dose vaccination appointment on the National Booking Service (NBS). They will in addition receive a reminder to book their second dose via the NBS. Those eligible as HERFE entrants will be able to use the NHS website to identify a pharmacy in which to self-refer. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningococcal-b-menb-time-limited-vaccination-offer-letter/annex-a-detailed-information-guidance-and-resources-for-healthcare-professionals
NASAL FLU VACCINE (LAIV) DELIVERY
Flu vaccines are produced each year to tight timelines following the WHO strain selection announcement in late February. As biological products, vaccine manufacture can be unpredictable, and timelines can vary by platform.
LAIV is an egg-based live vaccine, which adds complexity and risk to manufacturing and can affect availability. To support planning, UKHSA will share anticipated 2026/27 LAIV availability dates for general practice and the school age immunisation service earlier than usual. These dates remain subject to change, so vaccination session planning should remain flexible and ImmForm should be checked regularly for the latest information.
Please ensure that you order LAIV as soon as ordering opens to enable you to start vaccinating children from week commencing 7 September. 
Please order LAIV in line with cold chain guidance. Each year, a significant amount of LAIV is wasted due to over-ordering, or stock going out of date due to the short shelf life. To help reduce waste, please ensure orders are based on planned clinic requirements and expected uptake.
	Anticipated LAIV availability 2026/27*

	Order Opening
	First Deliveries

	Week commencing 31 August
	Week commencing 7 September


*As of the date of this communication. Remains subject to change.

Information on LAIV availability for community pharmacies will be communicated through NHS England internal channels.

Information on all influenza vaccines that will be marketed in the UK for the 2026/27 season is available here.
RSV 
RISK GROUPS BIPARTITE LETTER
This letter provides information regarding the forthcoming expansion of the eligibility criteria for the NHS older adults RSV vaccination programme. Expansion of RSV vaccination eligibility to adults aged 65 to 74 years in certain clinical at-risk groups letter - GOV.UK
Please read see the key points for the changes to the programme.
RSV vaccination programme – national invitation campaign
From w/c 21 July 2026, NHS England will run a national RSV invitation campaign for unvaccinated adults aged 80 and over who became eligible from 1 April 2026. Invitations will encourage eligible individuals to book a vaccination with their GP, with tailored messaging for areas where community pharmacies provide RSV vaccinations.
Previous campaigns led to a significant increase in vaccine uptake, and a similar rise in demand is expected. Providers will be informed via the Primary Care Bulletin. Regional commissioning colleagues are asked to ensure GP practices and, where appropriate, community pharmacies are aware of the campaign and have sufficient appointment capacity.

MMR/V CATCH UP CAMPAIGN
GP practices are asked to review the details of the national vaccinations and immunisations campaign for 2026/27.
Practices are required to participate in a national vaccines and immunisations catch-up campaign each year, as a requirement of the GP contract.
NHS England has written to confirm that the 2026/27 campaign will focus on the measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (MMR/V) vaccination, given the recent outbreaks of measles and the removal of England’s elimination status. Full details have been published.
National MMR/V invitation campaign
Over a six-week period from 7 July 2026, NHS England will run a national invitation campaign targeting children aged six years up to and including 11 years who are missing either one or two doses of a measle-containing vaccine. The invitation will advise parents/ guardians to contact their child’s GP to book a vaccination appointment or request that their child’s health record is updated if they have already had two doses of the vaccine.
Practices are asked to ensure they have sufficient capacity to meet the expected increase in demand for MMR/V vaccination appointments.
UKHSA IMMUNISATION TRAINING PROVIDER SHORT SURVEY
There is currently considerable interest, both politically and professionally, in how staff achieve the required knowledge and expertise to ensure compliance with the national Minimum Standards and Core Curriculum for Immunisation Training and what more could be done to support staff in achieving and maintaining their skills and competences in this important area of clinical practice.  UKHSA, NHS England and the Department of Health and Social Care are working together on a significant piece of work to develop a Framework for Action on Immunisation Training. To be able to develop this they need to have a good baseline understanding in relation to the current landscape for training, any challenges and good practice. 
They are collectively seeking, via this survey, to improve  national understanding of the current range of immunisation training providers that are currently available and who are providing services to frontline and other staff; to find out what training is taking place and how this is being accessed in practice; and in addition, what evidence there is for the effectiveness of current immunisation training content and approaches across the country.   
Your support in completing this survey will be invaluable in providing baseline evidence to support development of actions to improve the content of the training framework and will provide evidence to support the future action plan, so please fill in this survey:
UKHSA Immunisation Training Provider Short Survey – Fill out form
All responses to the survey should be returned COP Sunday 16 August 2026.
vaccine update – GOV.UK
Please note - all “Vaccine Updates” are available here:  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update
The latest edition was published on 1st July 2026 
Vaccine update: issue 372, June 2026
This edition includes:
· details of the new time-limited MenB vaccination programme
· recap of the NIN26 conference
· newly available translations and accessible formats of resources
· routine and non-routine vaccine supply
You can download a PDF copy for free from Find Public Health Resources using the product code: 1265469XEN001.
It is recommended that all health care professionals involved in vaccination subscribe to the vaccine update. Please access this link to activate a subscription: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHPA/subscribers/new?preferences=true

Issuing and Accessing Patient Group Directions (PGDs) and vaccine group directions
The Midlands Vaccination Team is responsible for providing all current Patient Group Directions (PGDs) and Vaccine Group Directions (VGDs). It is essential to obtain these directly from the team, because those accessed from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) website do not have regional authorisation. The team will ensure PGDs and VGDs are distributed to providers well ahead of any expiry dates, allowing ample time for implementation and compliance.
Patient Group Directions are also available on the NHS England Midlands website: NHS England — Midlands » Patient Group Directions (PGDs) It is important to always use the most up-to-date version of any PGD.
Please see table below, which lists all PGDs and VGDs currently in circulation: 
[image: ]

For questions or concerns regarding PGDs, or any other legal mechanisms, please direct enquiries to the MICAS inbox. england.imms@nhs.net   
For futher information about understanding the legal mechanisms for delivering vaccinations please visit:
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/introduction-to-pgds/
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/understanding-vaccine-group-directions-vgds/
https://sps.nhs.uk/articles/patient-specific-directions-psd/
COLD CHAIN MANAGEMENT
As part of NHS England –Midlands, the Vaccination Team are responsible for commissioning and performance managing all the routine immunisation programmes.  This includes ensuring safe and effective delivery of these programmes.  Because of this any cold chain and vaccine incidents should be reported directly to the team.   
Please see below for the correct process for cold chain incident reporting in our area:
· On identifying a potential incident, the Vaccination Team should be contacted via the MICAS inbox england.imms@nhs.net  as soon as is practicably possible on the same day that the incident is discovered, to discuss next steps.
· The reporting email should contain full details about the incident and evidence of temperature breach/timeframe where possible.
· If categorised as a cold chain incident by the team the next steps will be outlined in the email response from them, and you will be given a reference number. 
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident you may be advised to contact the vaccine manufacturers for information about vaccine stability and further use.
· The team will keep a record of the incident, actions and outcome for audit and monitoring purposes.
· Depending on the severity of the cold chain incident, vaccine manufacturers may advise that vaccines have maintained stability and are still safe to use “off label”, this means that the vaccines are still within their licence.  
· Do not discard any vaccines prior to discussing with the Vaccination Team.  If any vaccines need to be destroyed because of the incident, then this wastage should be reported on to ImmForm, as a stock incident, which will then generate a cost invoice to the team. Please note - If no vaccines are wasted, then there is no requirement to report on ImmForm. 
· 
The use of “off label” vaccines
· Not all cold chain interruptions will result in the need for vaccines to be destroyed.  When storage temperatures have varied a little for a short period of time, some vaccines can tolerate this fluctuation and the safety of the vaccine and way in which it works may not be affected.    
· In this instance the vaccines can still be used “off label” this means that the vaccine is still licensed but it is being used in a different way to that stated within the licence (i.e. out of recommended temperature ranges (+2 ° to +8 ° C) The “off label” use of vaccines is determined by what is known about the vaccine from information provided by the manufacturer, the World Health Organisation and from special stability studies. NHS England, UKHSA, and the vaccine manufacturer will advise on whether the vaccine can still be used.
· Using vaccines “off label” is not a way of saving money, it is a waste of public money to throw away expensive vaccines unnecessarily, also to have to delay vaccination could put a patient at risk of a serious infection. 
The decision to allow “off label” use will only be taken if the vaccine is still considered to be safe and effective. It is recognised that the ultimate decision in each practice to use vaccines “off label” rests with the lead clinician, however the Vaccination Team fully endorse this practice.
Useful Documents 
· A poster for display in clinical areas promoting our immunisation clinical advice service:

	
· UPDATED March 2026:  The Routine Childhood Immunisation Schedule:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6929ccb59c1eda2cdf034301/UKHSA_13284_Complete_Immunisation_schedule_children_born_on_or_before_30_June_24_11_WEB.pdf
· UPDATED May 2026: Incomplete or uncertain immunisation schedule: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69fb33b34fb0713aa63ea51c/UKHSA_13572_Algorithm_immunisation_status_2026__A4_Landscape__01_WEB.pdf

·  The Green Book – Immunisation Against Disease - https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
THE vaccination team
[bookmark: _Immunisation]The Midlands Vaccination Team cover all counties in the Midlands region. 
Contact details for clinical immunisation queries: 
· Any routine immunisation (Section 7A) enquiries or incidents (including cold chain & vaccine incidents) should be sent to the Midlands Immunisation Clinical Advice Service (MICAS) generic inbox england.imms@nhs.net   
Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, when contacting MICAS, for us to appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may result in a delay in answering your query.
· All ImmForm queries should be emailed to: Helpdesk@immform.org.uk or 0207 183 8580. 
· All practice payment queries should be emailed to GP Contracting: 
                                                                    East Mids practices:  nnicb-nn.eastmidlands-pcgp@nhs.net
                                                                     West Mids practices: westmids.gmast@nhs.net
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CHILDHOOD

National ref Version Valid from  Expiry 

DTaP/IPV GOV-19447 6 01.11.25 01.11.28

MMR GOV - 20085 7 01.01.26 30.11.28

MMRV GOV - 19432 1 01.01.26 30.11.28

PCV GOV-19753 7 05.01.26 05.01.29

Hexavalent DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB GOV-18480 6 01.07.25 01.07.28

MenB  GOV- 18484 8 01.07.25 28.02.28

Rotavirus GOV-18587 7 30.06.25 30.06.28

MenACWY GOV-18481  6 31.07.25 31.12.27

Td/IPV GOV-16527 6 04.08.24 04.12.26

HPV GOV-18920 7 01.09.25 01.09.28

ADULT

Pre-natal Pertussis GOV-16448 7 1.07.24 1.07.27

PCV 20 GOV-19752 1 17.12.25 17.12.28

Shingrix GOV-14999 2 01.09.24 01.03.27

RSV GOV-20340 2 01.04.26 28.02.29

SEASONAL VACCINES

LAIV and Inactivated Vaccine GOV 21141

1

01.09.26 01.04.27

Flu VGD GOV 21142

1

01.09.26 01.04.27

C-19 (5+ yrs) PGD TO BE UPDATED

C-19 (5+yrs) VGD TO BE UPDATED

BCG GOV-17151 5 22.08.24 31.08.26

HepB  GOV-18483 6 01.07.25 30.04.28

HepB renal GOV-18045 5 28.02.25 28.02.28

HPV GBMSM GOV-18921 5 01.09.25 01.09.28

MenACWY risk groups GOV- 18482 5 31.07.25 31.12.27

MenB risk groups GOV-17734 5 28.02.25 28.02.28

PCV risk groups GOV-17863 6 28.02.25 31.05.27

PCV 20 GOV-19752 1 17.12.25 17.12.28

Mpox GOV-17181 4 10.10.24 30.04.27

Varicella GOV-17610 2 05.01.25 05.01.27

MenB GBMSM GOV-19045 1a 01.08.25 01.08.27

HepA GOV-15398 5 31.10.23 31.10.26

Hep A/B GOV-15400 4 31.10.23 31.10.26

Men B time-limited offer  (To be 

delivered by pharmacies only) GOV-21250 1a 24.06.2026 31.03.27

LIST OF CURRENT PGDs/VGDs

ADOLESCENT

AT RISK VACCINES
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Midlands Immunisation Clinical  


Advice Service (MICAS) 
All routine immunisation enquiries or incidents should be 


sent to the MICAS inbox: 


england.imms@nhs.net 


Please include your practice ODS code in the email title, in order for us to 
appropriately record and audit queries and incidents. Failure to do so may 


result in a delay in answering your query. 
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