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Guide to determining capacity for flu vaccination
	Patient Name
Address
Date of Birth
Describe the decision to be made:

	If ………………… should have the flu vaccination.


Functional Tests
	Is the person able to understand the information related to the decision?
	Is the person able to understand any information either written or spoken regarding having the flu vaccination?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to understand simple verbal information such as ‘sit and wait’ or ‘nurse appointment’?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to understand simple written and verbal information of concrete construction such as ‘you will need to see the nurse’ ‘you will need to roll up your sleeve / you will need to hold your arm still’


	Yes / No

	
	Can the person understand more complex information with the support of easy read information or picture cards/ talking mats such as ‘the nurse will put a needle in your arm’ 


	Yes / No

	
	Does the person have any current physical or mental health issues (e.g. UTI, psychosis) that prevent them from understanding the information?

	Yes / No


	Are they able to retain the information related to the decision?
	Is the person able to remember any information either written or spoken regarding having a flu vaccination?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to remember minimal parts of the information such as ‘who they are going to see’ ‘who is going to take them’ ‘where they are going?’


	Yes / No

	
	Can the person remember some of the information if they have been given it in a concrete format in a format accessible to them? (easy read, talking mats?)


	Yes / No

	
	Can the person remember the information if it has been presented in a format accessible to them?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person currently unable to understand due to current physical or mental health issues (e.g. UTI, psychosis)
	Yes / No


	Are able to weigh up the information while considering the decision?
	Is the person not able to weigh up any information either written or spoken regarding the decision due to severe cognitive impairment?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person only able to weigh up simple elements of the decisions such as ‘will need to roll sleeve up?’


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to weigh up some parts of the decision which they have had experience of before? (like a previous blood test / vaccination?)


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to weigh up the information about what they will need to do but not about any consequences of not having the flu vaccination? (can they remember that they will need to roll up their sleeve and keep their arm still?)


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to weigh up all the information and the possible consequences of the decision?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person currently unable to understand due to current physical or mental health issues (e.g. UTI, psychosis)
	Yes/ No


	Are they able to communicate their decision by any means?
	Is the person able to communicate their decision either written or spoken regarding the decision?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person only able to verbally communicate using simple constructs ‘yes’ ‘no’, not able to communicate other considerations?
	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to verbalise and write decisions in simple terms ‘I am happy’ ‘I don’t want’?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person able to verbalise and write decisions which display a good understanding of the information?


	Yes / No

	
	Is the person currently unable to understand due to current physical or mental health issues (e.g. UTI, psychosis)


	Yes / No


	Additional considerations:
	

	Does the person have any increased risk factors that may affect the decision about having a flu vaccination, apart from having a learning disability) e.g. respiratory, obesity, diabetes etc?

	

	Have any changes (reasonable adjustments) been needed for the person to have the flu vaccination in the past?


	


	Name and designation of person completing this form
	


If you feel the person lacks the capacity, please consider what is in their Best Interests. There is a list of reasonable adjustments that should be considered or contact your local learning disabilities specialist services for further help. 
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