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ICARS Newsletter 
 

Please note the ICARS newsletter is now circulated fortnightly. The following issue will be 
included in next week’s bulletin. 
    

COVID-19 PGD and National Protocol v4.00 (Adults, 
Includes Spikevax XBB) 

We are pleased to inform you that the updated PGD and National Protocol for 

COVID-19 (Adults) v4.00 have now been published, to include Spikevax 

XBB.  Copies are attached for your convenience.  

• The PGD is attached and available here: Coronavirus » Patient Group 

Directions (PGDs) for COVID-19 vaccines (england.nhs.uk) 

• National Protocol attached and here: National protocol for COVID-19 

vaccine (adults) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

• The vaccine SOPs and vaccine characteristics information provided by 

Specialist Pharmacy Service can be found here. 

As the National Protocol has been given Ministerial approval and the NHSE PGD is 

signed off by the medical director, organisational sign off is not required for use in 

England. However, providers should not amend or add to the clinical content of the 

documents. Only section 7 of both documents is editable.  

Vaccinating teams should read the new documents, familiarise themselves with all of 
the updates, and complete the authorisation process ahead of using the vaccines. 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fcoronavirus%2Fcovid-19-vaccination-programme%2Flegal-mechanisms%2Fpatient-group-directions-pgds-for-covid-19-vaccines%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7Ce1a1cbf494ab4c7a0ae908dbc58a5882%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320970233190420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AO2qItI5FwmiakUJ8IAOhwH2ExwmL3Tui3rjuNmZOEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fcoronavirus%2Fcovid-19-vaccination-programme%2Flegal-mechanisms%2Fpatient-group-directions-pgds-for-covid-19-vaccines%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7Ce1a1cbf494ab4c7a0ae908dbc58a5882%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320970233190420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AO2qItI5FwmiakUJ8IAOhwH2ExwmL3Tui3rjuNmZOEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-protocol-for-covid-19-vaccine-adults&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7Ce1a1cbf494ab4c7a0ae908dbc58a5882%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320970233190420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z1YwzGWZFKEdCb1DBObkbDyvmzGXi%2FIg8QO7Fc%2Fbeys%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-protocol-for-covid-19-vaccine-adults&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7Ce1a1cbf494ab4c7a0ae908dbc58a5882%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320970233190420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z1YwzGWZFKEdCb1DBObkbDyvmzGXi%2FIg8QO7Fc%2Fbeys%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Farticles%2Fmanaging-covid-19-vaccines-guidance-and-sops%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7Ce1a1cbf494ab4c7a0ae908dbc58a5882%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320970233190420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QZQwq99C5Ws3kBavNBdggJnT7h2HPDBBnBF2Wz%2BLMAA%3D&reserved=0


NHS Diabetic Eye Screening intervals communications 
toolkit 
 
To support messaging about the changes to the NHS Diabetic Eye Screening 
intervals, a communications toolkit has been produced for regional/local 
communications. It includes the following information: 

• Background to the changes. 

• Key messages. 

• Newsletter/bulletin copy template. 

• Posters, information screen assets and social media cards. 

• Suggested reactive media lines. 

• Links to key online information. 

Please note that updates and additional materials (including a GP video) will be 
uploaded onto Futures as required. 

Resources can be accessed via: 

• Future NHS Collaboration Platform – Extended Intervals Communications 

Materials - Vaccinations and Screening - FutureNHS Collaboration Platform 

• CommsLink - https://future.nhs.uk/CommsLink/view?objectId=46742000 
 

Further Information 

If you have any questions or wish to provide feedback, please contact the SW Vaccination and 
Screening Team at england.swvast@nhs.net. Back issues of these bulletins and attachments 
are available on the NHS England website here. Please note that if there are no items for 
your information a GP Bulletin will not be circulated.  
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture.nhs.uk%2Fvaccsandscreening%2Fview%3FobjectId%3D46758032&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7C2834bdc5a826452093f608dbc4d55288%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320192714129825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x66nNINg95XPQSbKKrO8Nid4SIQbVFOHb25DoVQp66g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture.nhs.uk%2Fvaccsandscreening%2Fview%3FobjectId%3D46758032&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7C2834bdc5a826452093f608dbc4d55288%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320192714129825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x66nNINg95XPQSbKKrO8Nid4SIQbVFOHb25DoVQp66g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture.nhs.uk%2FCommsLink%2Fview%3FobjectId%3D46742000&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.swvast%40nhs.net%7C2834bdc5a826452093f608dbc4d55288%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638320192714129825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cyBgHsCJjZzEVCi3yYtJDH5mKjoNdw0Dzg9d1Cji9xU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:england.swvast@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fsouth%2Finfo-professional%2Fpublic-health%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjoe.reed%40nhs.net%7Cec435ca754a644d7c7fb08db91b5a46f%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638263981555527628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=imcuCsQV4dG6zi17Np%2Fr88Lc1Qkl6jC8OVTwM6wI%2BPA%3D&reserved=0

