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These guidelines should be used 
in conjunction with the main 
NHS guidelines 
http://www.nhsidentity.nhs.uk/
all-guidelines/guidelines/
national-organisations

Please note this is an interim brand 
solution for the NHS Commissioning Board 
special health authority and will need 
to be ratified by the board once legally 
established. 



NHS

Blue
Pantone® 300
C100% M43% Y0% K0%
R0 G114 B198
HTML 0066CC

Logo colour
The colour of the NHS logo is NHS 
Blue (Pantone® 300). This is the 
NHS corporate colour. We would 
encourage you to use this when 
creating NHS communications to 
enhance recognition of our logo 
and to reinforce our identity.

Please refer to our main guidelines site for 
further details

www.nhsidentity.nhs.uk

Basic elements

Typefaces
We use the NHS primary type-
face Frutiger, this should be used 
for professional printed external 
communications such as leaflets, 
reports, stationery and headlines 
on our website.

We use the NHS secondary
typeface, Arial, for internally 
produced Word documents, 
PowerPoint and as live text on 
our website.

Frutiger Arial

Key charactersistics 
Our visual identity system has been designed to deliver a distinctive  
look and feel whilst still feeling very much part of the NHS. 
The key characteristics that define our look and feel are: 
– Blocks of colour and imagery placed on an underlying grid
– Narrow white borders between blocks
– Blocks do not bleed off the edge, there is always a white margin
–  An overall impression of blue, delivered by blocks of colour and 

by the inclusion of blue in the images
–  Reportage style images of people, with an emphasis on patients
–  Our logo always appears in a clear white space at the top of our 

communications

These guidelines should be used in conjunction with the main NHS guidelines 
http://www.nhsidentity.nhs.uk/all-guidelines/guidelines/national-organisations

Our logo
The logo is available from the 
NHS Commissioning Board 
communications team, please contact 
commissioningboard@nhs.net

For guidance on how to use the logo, including 
size and positioning, please refer to the main 
NHS guidelines http://www.nhsidentity.
nhs.uk/all-guidelines/guidelines/national-
organisations/your-nhs-logotype
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NHS

Aqua Blue
Pantone® 312
C100% M0% Y15% K0%
R0 G173 B198
HTML 0099CC

NHS

Dark Blue
Pantone® 287
C100% M69% Y0% K1.5%
R0 G56 B147
HTML 000099

Colours
We use 2 colours from the NHS 
colour palette. These can be used  
as blocks of colour or as text.  
Tints can be used in graphs.
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Photography style
The principles of our style:
–  Reportage style, capturing 

real people in real  
environments. Natural and 
unposed.

–  People focused. An emphasis 
on patients rather than staff.

–  Inclusion of blue in the 
images so that the overall 
effect is harmonious.

When using photography it is important 
that you have correct permissions for 
usage before publishing.

The NHS constituition  
graphic device
The primary use for this 
graphic device is for use on 
communications and materials 
that are created in relation to  
the NHS Constitution. It should 
not be used in isolation, and 
must appear with the NHS logo  
following the NHS guidelines.  
We recommend using this graphic 
device when you are putting 
together communication for 
external audiences and particularly 
when the content of this has a 
patient focus.
The minimum size is 29.5mm high. 

The NHS Constitution graphic device and 
guidelines are available from the NHS  
Commissioning Board communications team 
and we can be contacted at 
commissioningboard@nhs.net
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Grids

Working 
together 
for a 
stronger 
NHS

10mm

8.5mm

10mm10mm 3mm

Our look and feel is based on a simple but flexible underlying block-like 
grid. This underpins two of our key characteristics:
– Blocks of colour and imagery placed on an underlying grid
– Narrow borders between blocks
The margins of the grid are defined by the height of the logo. This  
varies depending on the size of the application.
Portrait blocks that are approximately 4x5 in proportion should be used. 
The exact size and proportion will vary across applications but should 
give the same visual impression.

Example grids

A4 publication
– NHS logo is 8.5mm high
– All margins are set at 10mm
–  Cover is divided into 3  

columns and 21 rows
– Gutters between rows are 3mm
–  Visual shows how the logo sits  

in a clear white space which is  
defined by the grid, and how 
blocks sit on the grid

PowerPoint
– NHS Logo is 8.5mm high
– All margins are set at 10mm
–  Cover is divided into 6  

columns and 15 rows
– Gutters between rows are 3mm

Web
– NHS Logo is 32 pixels high
–   The design is based on a  

standard template

Organisation and Date

Presentation heading
Presented by / Sub-heading

A4 publication grid

PowerPoint grid
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Publication cover and letterhead

Working 
together 
for a 
stronger 
NHS

Working together 
for a stronger NHS

Mr Smith
25 Any Lane
Anytown
Any shire 
ANY 123

Dear Mr Smith

PLEASE ALLOW CAPS AND BOLD LINE FOR LETTER TITLE

All text in letter is set at 12/ 14 pt Arial. Catque explaut laciet ea dis ad quiatur alibusam 
nosanim volorit quiant andae dessuntur, as dolorum simpore rem restet est, totas re reicita 
tus, sus estinihil ipitae eliatque volorruptas et odis abor reic tem et volla nis quasper uptati ne 
venimeni dolest, quo odio. Magnihillam, sim et la quasperchil iliqui rectatur, cusa dendam que 
ommolorem num invelia tisquia que volenim agnamet am comnime ea doluptia consecto ent, 
con pa videlectiant volorpo rporuptae quam que essequi doluptur asimilique is et quas anit 
asit et aliae quas que illabor aestin rae excerore si doluptium, cuptur andae nossimus eum si 
con consequis ellut dolesequae consequis pratuscium, od magnime eum reseque vercipsae 
nis ex eum faccum et quis nonessit est, nimodiaectus exeraer chicia sandae volorit reperiti ad 
et voluptat.

Ligende quias doluptiati id molo volest, idebitaspis esti re ersperum que eum enderen ihilla 
sapis eius ea ilisquam reped mo volupicia es qui quo idest dolorae si unt aspello rectori bus 
cium, am, unt.

Us aligenda quid magnate nis dem eius dolupta experum is volo qui tentemque prae nobis 
ullit el inimuscid quasi ium que con nonsenihici blatur sam, as ilitatur, eossustio in consectem 
que vel ipis aut molut et, nobis dolupti cupta volorerovit quiaerum sapis que rem int ipsum 
doles sandus ipsant occatus era is prae pos doluptatusae cullaccum idelles si ut ilis nissum ut 
estiam corist facepelest, errovit, qui nonsequ atiore expliquas eumquos siminist eat qui duntis 
et quiatem faceris ut et por aliquam a adit et endia deri ipicimped minciet volenimus, initia 
nonsequid qui berum, quunt quata nonsequodi berferi oritiorum restias pient.

John Brown
Job title

NHS Commissioning Board
Standard House, 70 High Street, Anytown, Any shire,  ANY 123

0000 0000 0000
j.brown@nhscommissioningboard.co.uk

26 October 2012

These examples show how there is flexibility to vary the size and  
position of the blocks. Blocks can be extended across 2 columns  
to allow more space for headlines and text.
The white margin is an important part of the overall look and feel. 
Images and blocks of colour should not bleed off the edges.

The letterhead template uses blue 
text for our contact information to 
differentiate it from the body of  
the letter.
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Organisation and Date

Presentation heading
Presented by / Sub-heading

00  NHS | Presentation to Smith Company | Date       

Page title
• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur.
• Vestibulum fringilla consequat diam eget.
• Duis tempus, odio quis porta tincidunt neque    
 ante dapibus tortor ut facilisis urna erat.
• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur.

Section number

Section heading
Section Sub-heading

00  NHS | Presentation to Smith Company | Date       

Graph title
  Subtitle/ further information
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2010 2011

00  NHS | Presentation to Smith Company | Date       

Page title
• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur.
• Vestibulum fringilla consequat diam eget.
• Duis tempus, odio quis porta tincidunt neque    
 ante dapibus tortor ut facilisis urna erat.
• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur.
• Vestibulum fringilla consequat diam eget.
• Duis tempus, odio quis porta tincidunt neque    
 ante dapibus tortor ut facilisis urna erater sed  
 tortor ut facilisis urna erat a diam nunc.

NHS Commissioning Board  Visual Identity Guidelines 

Web and PowerPoint

The design is based on a standard template.

The PowerPoint template 
features the recognisable 
block design on title pages 
and dividers, but uses a 
very clean simple layout for 
the content slides.
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