Annex 4 to chapter 2: model statement of accounting officer’s responsibilities
Statement of the chief executive's responsibilities as the accounting officer of [name of provider] NHS foundation trust

The NHS Act 2006 states that the chief executive is the accounting officer of the NHS foundation trust. The relevant responsibilities of the accounting officer, including their responsibility for the propriety and regularity of public finances for which they are answerable, and for the keeping of proper accounts, are set out in the NHS foundation trust accounting officer memorandum issued by NHS England. 
NHS England has given accounts directions which require [name] NHS Foundation Trust to prepare for each financial year a statement of accounts in the form and on the basis required by those directions. The accounts are prepared on an accruals basis and must give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of [name] NHS Foundation Trust and of its income and expenditure, other items of comprehensive income and cash flows for the financial year. 
[bookmark: _Hlk529190816]In preparing the accounts and overseeing the use of public funds, the accounting officer is required to comply with the requirements of the Department of Health and Social Care Group accounting manual and in particular to: 
· observe the accounts direction issued by NHS England, including the relevant accounting and disclosure requirements, and apply suitable accounting policies on a consistent basis 
· make judgements and estimates on a reasonable basis
· state whether applicable accounting standards as set out in the NHS foundation trust annual reporting manual (and the Department of Health and Social Care Group accounting manual) have been followed, and disclose and explain any material departures in the financial statements 
· ensure that the use of public funds complies with the relevant legislation, delegated authorities and guidance 
· confirm that the annual report and accounts, taken as a whole, is fair, balanced and understandable and provides the information necessary for patients, regulators and stakeholders to assess the NHS foundation trust’s performance, business model and strategy
· prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis and disclose any material uncertainties over going concern.
The accounting officer is responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the NHS foundation trust and to enable them to ensure that the accounts comply with requirements outlined in the above mentioned Act. The accounting officer is also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the NHS foundation trust and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
As far as I am aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the foundation trust’s auditors are unaware, and I have taken all the steps that I ought to have taken to make myself aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the entity’s auditors are aware of that information.
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have properly discharged the responsibilities set out in the NHS foundation trust accounting officer memorandum.

Signed………………..
Chief Executive                                  Date: xx xx 20xx

