


and /or ineligible 
population and/or 
subgroups presented in 
the policy? 
 

and early death.  This needs to be more explicitly 
described so that the magnitude and significance of this 
condition is clear. 
 
The Panel noted that there were significant side effects 
particularly affecting the liver. This is referenced in the 
stopping criteria section.  In addition to the narrative and 
reference to the SPC a bullet should be added to say 
‘modify or discontinue where liver damage may be 
occurring as guided by the SPC’.  The stopping criteria 
should also include inability to adhere to a low fat, which 
should be monitored throughout treatment and treatment 
discontinued where SPC requirements are not met.  

Rationale  
Is the rationale clearly 
linked to the evidence?  

Yes. 

Advice 
The Panel should 
provide advice on 
matters relating to the 
evidence base and 
policy development and 
prioritisation. Advice may 
cover: 

 Uncertainty in the 
evidence base 

 Challenges in the 
clinical interpretation 
and applicability of 
policy in clinical 
practice 

 Challenges in 
ensuring  policy is 
applied appropriately 

 Likely changes in the 
pathway of care and 
therapeutic advances 
that may result in the 
need for policy review. 

 

Although the studies are phase 2, the degree of 
reduction in LDL cholesterol was significant and 
consistent across studies. The panel were therefore 
convinced that the intervention has an acceptable level of 
evidence regarding its effectiveness. The Panel noted 
that the pathway should be clear regarding other agents 
and treatments.  
 
Please can the PWG amend the policy to remove 
references in section 8, as these must have been 
described in the evidence review and do not need to be 
repeated. The reference to Heart UK and the European 
Atherosclerosis Society may remain in the text. A brief 
mention of the MDT should be added with a comment 
that this must include a dietician. 
 
It is expected that the NICE Clinical Guideline is followed 
with regards to the treatment of familial 
hypercholesterolemia.  The policy should be cross 
checked with the NICE guideline to ensure it is 
consistent.  
 

Overall conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a proposition for 
routine commissioning 
and  

Should 
proceed for 
routine 
commissioning  

X 

Should 
reversed and 
proceed as not 
for routine 
commissioning 

 



This is a proposition for 
not routine 
commissioning and 

Should 
proceed for 
not routine 
commissioning  

 

Should be 
reconsidered 
by the PWG 

 

Overall conclusions of the panel 
Report approved by:  
David Black 
Clinical Panel Co-Chair 
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