
No Yes Yes No

After you have made reasonable adjustments, is the patient able to understand 
the information provided - including an understanding of the benefits and risks 
of each of the alternatives? Is there evidence that the patient understands the 
consequences of deciding one way or another or not taking the decision at all?

Yes

Is the person able to retain the 
relevant details in respect of 
the decision to be made?

Are there any further steps 
you could take to help the 
person to understand?

No

No Yes

Is the person able to use the 
information to make a 
decision in respect of the 
proposed treatment, 
intervention or investigation?

No Yes

Is the person able to 
communicate the 
decision by any means?

As a result of impairment 
or disturbance to the 
functioning of the mind 
or brain, the person lacks 
capacity to consent.

The person has 
capacity to give 
or refuse consent 
to treatment.

Mental Capacity Assessment Flowchart 




