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3  |  Stakeholder response collation document
[bookmark: _Toc388457430]Overview
1. [bookmark: _Hlk150425069]We have published a consultation to ask for views on changes which NHS England proposes to make to the NHS Standard Contract for 2026/27.  The consultation closing date is 16 December 2025.

2. The NHS Standard Contract (the Contract) is published by NHS England for use by NHS commissioners to contract for all healthcare services other than primary care services (unless these are commissioned using Schedule 2L (Provisions Applicable to Primary Medical Services)).  We are now consulting on changes for 2026/27 to both versions of the Contract – the full-length version, which is used to commission the bulk of such services by value, and the shorter-form version, which can be used in defined circumstances for certain less complex and typically lower cost services.  The updated Contracts are available on the 2026/27 NHS Standard Contract webpage.

3. The consultation document describes the material changes and updates we are proposing to make to both versions of the Contract.  We welcome comments from stakeholders on our proposals, along with any other suggestions for improvement.  Comments on the draft Contracts can be submitted via the NHS England Consultation Hub using the online form.

4. We have provided this standard template to help stakeholders collate responses from across their organisation.  Please note that responses can only be submitted via the NHS England Consultation Hub.  This document cannot be used to submit responses.  Please note that responses can only be submitted using the online form via the NHS England Consultation Hub.  Specific queries on the Contract may be sent to england.contractshelp@nhs.net.

5. The topic numbers in the left-hand column in the tables below have been added to make it easier to ‘read across’ to the online feedback form available via the NHS England Consultation Hub.  Numbers 1-6 are not used in this collation document, as they correspond to stakeholders’ name, email address etc on the online feedback form. 

6. For each topic, please indicate whether a) your organisation supports the proposal, b) your organisation does not support the proposal, or c) the proposal is not applicable to your organisation, and add comments where relevant.

7. The deadline for receipt of responses is 16 December 2025.  We will publish the final versions of the Contract (both full-length and shorter-form) as soon as possible after that.
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[bookmark: _Toc25921764]National quality requirements
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	7
	National Quality Requirements - Cancer and Urgent Care
	
	
	
	

	8
	National Quality Requirements - Talking Therapies
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Toc84327693]9
	Local Quality Requirements
	
	
	
	





Additions and updates to reflect national priorities and guidance
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	10
	Equality Act 2010
	
	
	
	

	11
	Health Inequalities Action Plan
	
	
	
	

	12
	Martha’s Rule
	
	
	
	

	13
	System Collaboration
	
	
	
	

	14
	Outlier Management
	
	
	
	

	15
	Antimicrobial Usage
	
	
	
	

	16
	Local Policies
	
	
	
	

	17
	Contract Management
	
	
	
	





Service Development and Improvement Plans and Data Quality Improvement Plan
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	18
	SDIP - UK Standard for Microbiology Investigations
	
	
	
	

	19
	SDIP - C. difficile infection ascertainment
	
	
	
	

	20
	Flex-Freeze Variance and DQIP
	
	
	
	





Safeguarding
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	21
	Violence Prevention and Reduction Standard
	
	
	
	

	22
	Safeguarding Children and Adults
	
	
	
	

	23
	Mental Capacity Act – Learning Disability
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk183449699][bookmark: _Hlk185348107]


Green NHS
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	24
	Nitrous Oxide Toolkit
	
	
	
	

	25	Comment by COLEMAN, Michelle (NHS ENGLAND): Check numbering from this point.
	Capital Investment
	
	
	
	





2026/27 NHS Payment Scheme
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	26
	Aligned Payment and Incentive Changes
	
	
	
	





Activity Management Provisions
	
	
	Support proposal?
	Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	NA
	

	27
	Indicative Activity Plans
	
	
	
	

	28
	Activity Management Processes
	
	
	
	

	29
	Escalation Process
	
	
	
	





Further comments
	30
	





[bookmark: _Toc461536421][bookmark: _Toc461568022][bookmark: _Toc25921769]


Consultation responses
8. [bookmark: _Hlk25922218][bookmark: _Hlk84244097][bookmark: _Hlk25922438]We invite you to review the consultation document and the two draft Contracts (available on the 2026/27 NHS Standard Contract webpage) and provide feedback on any of our proposals.

9. Comments can be submitted only via the NHS England engagement portal through the online feedback form.  We have published this standard template to help stakeholders collate responses from across their organisation.  This document should not be used to submit responses by email, and all responses should be submitted via the online form.  Specific queries on the Contract may be sent to england.contractshelp@nhs.net.

10. The deadline for receipt of responses is 16 December 2025.  We will publish the final versions of the Contract (both full-length and shorter-form) as soon as possible after that.
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