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[bookmark: _Toc229130997]
Purpose 
To provide standard operating protocol for a routine, orthograde first time root canal treatment. 
[bookmark: _Toc229130998]Associated SOPs or guidance 
SOP (insert number): pre-operative steps - clinical team to outline the pre-operative steps they undertake and will include review or update of medical history, verbal consent, decision on whether to proceed with treatment, confirmation of site of treatment or surgery and so on.
SOP (insert number): for pre-treatment occlusal assessment. 
SOP (insert number): local anaesthetic administration and post-operative warnings related to the local anaesthetic.
SOP (insert number): rubber dam isolation.
SOPs (insert numbers): for direct restorations.

[bookmark: _Toc229130999]Steps 
1. Pre-operative 
Re-examine pre-operative radiograph and check that the patient understands the procedures and is willing to proceed with the planned treatment.
2. Operative
2.1 Analgesia 
Analgesia: administer local anaesthetic if required (refer to LA SOP, insert SOP number).
Confirm presence of effective analgesia (if required).
Advise patient to alert dental team if any concerns arise during the procedure.
2.2 Stage 1 - access cavity, location of canals
[bookmark: _Hlk215231710]Apply rubber dam isolation (insert SOP number). 
Remove caries and defective restorations if required (document if alternative approach taken).
Prepare access cavity. 
Locate root canals (document number of canals as well as location and any challenges if necessary).
Undertake working length, for example, apex locator or undertake working length radiographs (record findings including number of canals and working lengths).
Prepare and shape root canals (state system used, as well as master apical file size).
Irrigate canals using (insert solutions to be used), remove debris (document if other agents used, syringe type used if non-routine, or non-standard concentration of solution).
Dry canals using sterile paper points (record observations as necessary).
If required, utilise intra-canal medicament (document agent if used; if obturated the same day, it is assumed that this stage has not been undertaken).
Place temporary dressing to seal access cavity (document materials used).
Check occlusion
Give post-operative advice (document if medication prescribed or recommended).
2.3 Stage 2 - obturation of root canals
Analgesia: administer local anaesthetic if required (refer to relevant SOP, insert number).
Confirm presence of effective analgesia (if required).
Advise patient to alert dental team if any concerns arise during the procedure. 
Apply rubber dam isolation (insert SOP number). 
Remove temporary dressing.
Undertake any further preparation of the root canals, as required.
Undertake pre-cementation radiographs where required and record finding.
Irrigate canals using (insert solutions to be used), remove debris.
Dry canals using sterile paper points (record observations as necessary).
Assess whether treatment can proceed to obturation (or follow previous steps to and place intracanal medication [record finding and decision if required] and place new temporary dressing).
Obturate – use gutta percha and sealant (document sealer used as well as means of obturation).
Undertake post-cementation radiographs (record finding and any discussion with patient and other measures required not covered in the SOP).
Cut back root canal filling material.
Seal access cavity (insert material and relevant SOP).
Check occlusion.
Give post-operative advice (document if medication prescribed or recommended).
Any complications encountered are discussed and recorded separately (insert in notes).
Patient advised to contact the practice if any concerns.
Discuss recall requirements and record.
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